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Abstract

This is a summary of the author’s doctoral dissertation in 2017 at
Fudan University, which focuses on the interaction between the modern
Society of Jesus and modern scholarship both in China and in Europe.
Compared with either the Jesuits during the Ming-Qing transition or
Protestant missionaries in the late Qing and Republican eras, the new
Society of Jesus has received little attention from scholars of Chinese
history and remains peripheral. Taking as its case studies the three fields
of Meteorology, European Sinology, and Chinese Historical Studies, this
essay analyzes the position and role of Jesuit scholarship in both Chinese
and European contexts and demonstrates how the periphery influences
the center as well as the different types of interactions. The meteorological
activities of the new Society of Jesus, for example, stimulated the formation
of local academic centers of meteorology in China. The new Jesuits’
Sinology provided European Sinology with its primary research foundation
and constituted the upper links of the chain of academic production. In
return, the Sinology of the new Jesuits, as used and critiqued by Chen Yuan,
played an essential role in establishing the paradigm of historical studies of
religions in modern China.

Keywords: Periphery, Centre, Society of Jesus, Jesuit History, Modern China
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iz, 17734, MTEATRONSERBGE 5, BI6RSW D DHE
. X REHELT1814FRE, H B 184 FEEHIREEH L
SRAETT IR #0%5

BRI T S AREN T MR ENER) ., AT EEM
RH i P2 43 AT BT BB 85 £ - O SR At o [ S RN 2 AR 7 2 S . R
MBS, FTHRERS M2 ARIEES T o E 2 AR U O FIRGM 2 AR kit
R AT RINMRNEAATE . R, XA “H%” A “rhly A
BERRNEZ), HEA YRR MBERURE, RS,

B 5% 2 O 9 U SR A0 5 T P 2 ) BUB A A MV K BV R . B
B 2 SRAERT , BIEPTE 2 AR B RS S ER AR AR . H,
FELLE e AT 5 P RARE OGN, 52 E8 RIS S . B
MR, ERONS D AhEY KRS, S EREER AR LR
THAEARBEE, Mt ThENESESEAR, #iHiz5 T hEEA
MBS . Skt BLACEARITE BHMAHE, ke T hEEEs)
FFr T R 2 K A s B Sl S 9 2 R BT N, SR A T PR
FREO W FErhE R AT G W e — Bk, RIE CWERE . TR
T, PRk T —F 2 ERDSAE, TS5 RGN HE

VEkSIE: NI BB ZBRORTESCAEIR) , dbst: BISEIE, 20154,
2f3T1, [ZHANG Xianqing, Xizo // shi (Tiny History) (Beijing: The Commercial Press, 2015), 3.]
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MRS REEE , BRRS LT MR AR 0 M B |
EYF ., WY, S8R5 . KXY, WD N ERRE SR,

©7. de la Serviere, Histoire de /a Mission du Kiang-nan (Tome II) (Chang-hai: Imprime-
rie de I'Orphelinat de T'ou-se-we,1914), 192-196.

2 2019404 (FUR) 1 H28HE38kFokT, 11 H2oHE3kEH 11T, 1 H30HF?
SKEE7MR, 12 H2 B3RO, 12 H12 A kE7hR, 12 H1I3EE3 KB 1A, 12H16H
37K E 1)), [See The Shun Pao, 1940.11.28, Page 3:9; 1940.11.29, Page 3:11; 1940.11.30,
Page 2:7; 1940.12.2, Page 3:9; 1940.12.12, Page 2:7; 1940. 12. 13, Page 3:11; 1940.12.16, Page
3:11]
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Jesuit Emile Licent and the Tianjin Musée Hoang Ho Pai Ho,” Historical Inquiry of Fu Jen
University, no. 24 (2009): 229-256; “From Zikawei Museum to Heude Museum: The Natural
History Research of French Jesuits in Modern China,” Bullecin of the Institute of History and
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fang (Scientific Research and Exploration of Emile Licent in China from 1914 to 1938) (Beijing:
People’s Publishing House, 2020).]
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and Expansion of Furope: Zi-ka-wei Observatory (1873-1950) in the Context of the Territorial
Expansion of Furopean Modern Science (Beijing: China Social Sciences Press, 2013).]
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