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Abstract

In 1923, the apologetics journal 7%e Zifé published over twenty
articles written by Christian intellectuals on personal religious experience.
These articles demonstrate Chinese intellectuals’ personal faith journeys,
theological understanding, and expectations of solving the central issues of
Chinese society through Christianity. This paper explores the impact of New
Culture Movement thought on Chinese Christianity during the May Fourth
era: guiding youths to convert to Christianity with the purpose of reforming
Chinese society; stimulating an internal reexamination of Christian tenets
among intellectuals, who often embraced a liberal theology and Social
Gospel ideas more in conformity with the scientific and rational ethos of the
era. The many writings from the 1930s of Wu Leichuan, Zhao Zichen, and
Wu Yaozong also reflect the limitations of Christian intellectual thinking in
the May Fourth Era.

Keywords: Christianity, intellectuals, May Fourth Movement, the new
thought, religious experience.
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2020 WIE FH EE SRR SN R BoEh Er s, 2 EH
BRI E R, ST E £ A REE 8 e B X
AR Edr . BrocbiEsh "B —NnE” , EFEESE
Fo MFPET BES IR E, FrEF 0TI RS S X B
B T SICER, EEEER EERE, BRIk R
AR THSDEH AR . X—TTH 2R AR ERNY, F22E8E
R EmENUEL, EEBDER LR, PEEEAED . R
FEAR, SRDTRIER B—T7H, HEREEREMNERLIALE
TER “BRH” WARAML S, NEEESZS, EEThaibs%.
SRifn, 20HEA0DDK, AEE BT ERGEL R, RELEENRD TR
B TR, MAELLAEES 58 suE . FIEX LR
RO e ST REHS HEET ZRRADECAREH
Fo XEEHITIRN, WEHSHUEIRAEY), Frutssh Rk
MHEGE . SRIBPEA RE B A T KL, REALERAIRD TR
XA “Hr R, PSRRI, it PRI RS A
o, EERMEE, RlEAEERE. ©

A EZA R GTNE (REMEPOEL SRS R ) (TE
521C7J021 ) A2 —. [This essay is part of the national social science foundation Project
“Chinese Protestant Biblical Interpretation in Republican Era” (Project No. 21CZJ021)].

UM RIRR 2 E SR BB SR AOY “HTEE” o R R
7 ERETUER) S HMUEE A B, AIEIE R BP0 E, AU
IR E ], EIEE B NS AR, R (B
S, (A=), 19205E581HA, 551-7T1. [XU Baogian, “Christianity and the New
Thought,” 7he Life: A journal of Christian Thought and Practice and The Amethyst Quarterly
Journal, no.1 (1920):1-7.]

® BUMEIE: (ERSHE—BRABERE B , DR INEXE
FEEWS, 19965 (ZBEELIT T Eath SHUEEIN LR, RETRER,
SRR FE AT S ) 5 MeEit. (P H4E) |, &l hEATT
FbE, 19984F (o “HPNERNSIEEH” — BT TR B #OR ) 5 RE
22 (R EEBEEE RN (1919-1926)—L (Aady AT F1 (EFRET) A
BET) , Al BEhA, 20006F OZB IR T 20 REEE E IR FREARD
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SR, DU S BB R RINR 20 B 1 42 (9 R 8 SRR T At 1 5 387 B8
HI N P EE 2R R R F R E AN . RAREZEOFERE—ER
B, ERSEPRAAELD) . HPURHRR T F AR DT TR AR MRS O
NHERE R, FURER T EVE e E IR AL A BRI R, X
Lo R AR LA & BRI A— RXEFOLIT T A, 2T
S AN —— WS TRIRT . EHETRETRE S NEMTHRE,
R “PEWAE” MIfesE. hEHESBAGISN. 19234, XIETT 5H1 1
BIE T RO EFESHFESES TONEMEEY, Hh
BHE T 2 REBFRARMGHEIR ST, mRER, ZE/, 2
oL WHERHE . SRANRS, XUECETISAE IEER” BrRITRINLCTH
Y (tEdr ) b o EE B SUREINAE T 1920 AT #5548
BHOFR, EHREHER e #1922, (HEdar)
HERFCEBNAFEEF ). KE, “FHERELTT” Wk, E
ERABTHENANLTELHENELBR, FOH7Y, BiEttha
LA, M TARE MO e T RE W A B RS A OB I

IR I AR A ) 5 B8k G Al Ffbssl 5B UL
R, CHFEEEATIY ) 2011555345, 55102-111T71, [Samuel Ling, Xian gu yu guo ke
(Forerunners and Passers-by: Another Look at the Christian New Culture Movement) (Ontario:
Christian Communications [Canada], 1996); Wing-hung Lam, Zhonghua shen xue wu shi nian:
7900-1949 (Fifty Years of Chinese Theology) (Hong Kong: China Graduate School of Theology,
1998); WU Guoan, Zhongguo Jidu tu dui shi dai de hui ying (1919-1926) (The Contextual
Responses Of Chinese Christians As Revealed in 7Z%e Zife and Truth Weekly [1919-1926])
(Hong Kong: The Alliance Bible Seminary, 2000); YANG Jianlong, “May Fourth New Culture
Movement and Christian Culture,” Studies in World Religions, no.3 (2011): 102-111.]

U BEEEREAOY “EHER” , HESGRIE N AGMED, fidEEsEs
RBE

Y Yrms: RIEEE (Eart) SEEHFUES) , (EEHFA) , 2020
R4, H411-426T0; EEL (APURTRAEE SH BN EaRE—RET
estEER K (A AT) 197522) | AEIM7E 202 1R I8 S, #35-41T0. X
PURSIT SR EARAT B E B A nI N5 . [XU Gaoyong, “Peking Apologetic
Group and Christian New Culture Movement,” (Jzistian Scholarship, no. 24 (2020): 411-426;
HE Huimin, “The Interaction and Adjustment of Christians and New Thoughts around the May
Fourth Movement - Based on the Investigation of Peking Apologetic Group and The Life Monthly”
(Master thesis, Central China Normal University, 2021, 35-41).]
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Y bkaafE, CEIRSER) , 92T,

© SEEPI8944FE A, 19174E 2 KB ANI004F A, 19204715 SRS 18934F A,
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EEBET 205, AT 1920904, 19235FA20%; T Hrat18914F4:, 1918421k,

O BREEPY, SRR, 1918F AT/ RRAT RS, EERGK, e D/RER
KT 1923 F AR T ST, T T IEERS, SMSBHCCrliE. ttFE, 25
ERAR T ERES T, BUITIWE e SEE s, GeAISERINIER, Of
TR TR RS,

VR, (RN ARG ) . (HEdy) , 19235E57/81, 15T, [GUO Moxi,
“My Personal Religious Experience,” 7%e Zife, no.7/8 (1923):1]. (if: (=) ZARHIFRTIE
MR SCEE N DTRSAR AR 1), M1 TG, )
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VB (FlE. BRI 19004 AR E A OIS S EEGE) | B
CrhENTAEAE SR RISt BRI, 20074F, 5821371, [GE Zhaoguang,
“Confucianism, Christianity or Buddhism? China’s Psychological Crisis and religious Interests
in 1900,” in Zhongguo jin dai si xiang shi de zhuan xing shi dai (Taipei: Linking Publishing
Company, 2007), 213]

® Chow Tse-tsung, 7he May Fourth Movement: Intellectual Revolution in Modern China
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1980), 307.
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VREN: (Fpossa) , (), 19235 57/81, 8101, [WU Leichuan,
“My Religious Experience,” 7Ze Lifé, n0.7/8 (1923):1]

¥ SREEG: (FAARSHES) , BT

No. 48 Autumn 2022

35



36

|

Journal for the Study of Christian Culture

TR AR T, SR LR o ERMECERE, B
TR, SAET RAE A HE A EARENFE T Y SOk,
FEEPIE R W ETMROUE, —J5H, W TIEEHRIARE,
JSCHHRETE, AL MTRSERENT o S—J7m, M EEEEAR
ZIREE, Rl RREWIR ., widsE. R ER Sz s)-- - wift
G s R DT T 55 AR, B BESRZ TR s,
A TR R, bk 7 —MREER. " @

IEEVEEN TAE R H . Hh. B HORT= % < [ A Ak An
o ESHHERDH O RBH Z BRItk 5 T HE 2, i REZ R
o, (ERMPRE MR RAE B OCE HEER ARSI, 2 HuEE AR
JERSE R BRI S . PR ATLA, B IRt A
HEWRTT, XIHBeSE—M TR

KEA AL E — D AIT AR “FrEF" o 1915FEP R
oIk R GUMBEEE H0J7 B AR IR P s B T B . AR N2 H R
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U EREETE: (RAARREER) B3R
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“My Personal Religious Experience,” 7Ze Zifé, no.7/8 (1923):1].
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