ey

Journal for the Study of Christian Culture

2 4% b A A
AP R A

The Construction of a Christian Philanthropic Culture and
Its Subjectivity in the Contemporary Chinese Context

Bhk T
CAO Nanlai LEFI Lei

He4 M A
ok, TEAARKFHKE REFERMILHE, HEEFIF,

Introduction to the author

CAO Nanlai, Professor, Institute for the Study of Buddhism and Religious Theory,
Renmin University of China.

Email: ncao@ruc.edu.cn

LEI Lei, PhD Student, Department of Religious Studies, School of Philosophy,
Renmin University of China.

Email: leijoyhl@ruc.edu.cn

202 | 48%E - 2022Fk



FE il DUBSEEBCEEIR

Abstract

For newly emergent religious charity organizations in China, the
question of how to resolve the tension between religious and social
identities often presents a difficult dilemma. Based on fieldwork conducted
in Jiangsu and Zhejiang provinces among two types of Protestant Christian
charities, this paper investigates the construction of Christian charitable
subjectivity within the current ecology of religious development in China.
The analysis of empirical cases shows that Chinese Christian charity
organizations increasingly take charity as an integral part of their religious
identity, through which the process of a conscious Christian philanthropic
awareness and culture that combines faith and charity has emerged. This
new Christian philanthropic culture constitutes an essential means for
Christian groups to overcome a sense of “otherness” in society and construct
a public identity for a contextualized Chinese Christianity within existing
policy conditions, one that is not only in line with the spirit and practice
of Christian charity promoted by early missionaries in the “social gospel”
movement but also embodies a new inclusive culture of volunteerism that
facilitates the integration of Chinese Christian charity into national and
international systems of public social services.

Keywords: Religious Philanthropy, Social Identity, Subjectivity, Christian
Philanthropic Culture, Christianity in Chinese Context

No. 48 Autumn 2022

203



204

|

Journal for the Study of Christian Culture

51

il

FHEEDRN B — B FER ARSI S 2 W E
67 —HERETEMN “FH&E67 , —HTEEMNEAREE
TEAN B0 . EHEEASN NSRS S S (A
B IR, dA%% M REEEEEHN “hEREE 2 —. Y%
XX AMZELLT, DY RIE S SE SRR e DL
T AR AR EE A TR R,

ML T4 =22 B R WA 25T, WS M b
FHEZRIR NI & B & RS 5 AR SERT SR
+AEMR, HPHBEARE R FE A SRS HEREHEES
(R @ DA FE/RE ( Caroline Fielder ) Xt /L/ANHBIT F LR 2L (E (1T
HEERRIZEAL (FBO) MR . © MWt E S SR RN BN
22, BRI T Y B S S EIAR . BB GRS
REGESINE 2R, R T LR AR BRI S 0,

TELEINH  ARCRZEIPEARKY: st R (R M
B LR ST I%E4S" 28 (JIHS: KYGJD2022001) o [This paper is supported by
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Social Sciences Press, 2013).]

@ Caroline Fielder, “Building Civilizational Competencies: An Exploration of Chinese

Christian Faith-based Organizations in the Pursuit of a Harmonious Society,” in (hzristianity
and Social Development in China, ed. Theresa C. Carino (Amity Foundation, 2014), 29-59.

Ha8%E + 2022k



FE il DUBSEEBCEEIR

ARRETHEREEFEAMBELEDEIESEMEEENE
WREIRI SRR, BiH “EHEEE R R, FEAL
2 F M (Adam Yuet Chau) fEWFFRIAIFEEMN A 2R A E LB, ¥
CRBERMNT E SN EHE R MR G2 R 5 E B SR
ISR ¥ XS A B TR 5 X i
WENAA, miE—PRAREH LY T, e m i EnNE
RS EEAERE, DLECEmAE MRS I7E AW 5T A Hr B
fﬁ . @

B S8 B AR (A o ) BB B S AR O 220, At Tan
IR E LA S5 & RBUR N E shh B AR S NdE. 5T
2014 ~ 20191 SRR VL5 Sl LWl 2L it 17 17 A B~ Ay
ARZHIFEE, FANONE NHEAMGIL S E B AREIL S
S ENTEREBNBA IS, IS 5MERLENTHEA
BTG, RETEAFEN Tk, ¥ ARBEBERREA
TR NEE S S, BERIE A2k B S AR SRR
VAR EYE. HTRUER LNES, ENSFEHEEMX
BRMEAR—, S8 SWBRARE AR, EREOBITESEEHEAN
TR 5 AR AR S R 05K ). i R R R4y B X B 5
B, BATRIN, EEHEEFRERNBIHINESHEAE ST

B (f CEET DR BT ¢ —— AN SRR
), kb, CREALE) B=M, &F. REEETR, ot haflsuih
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