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Abstract

Following the May Fourth New Culture Movement, liberal Chinese
Christian intellectuals were keen to write their own “Life of Jesus.” This article
places the phenomenon in a global perspective and argues, based on the focus
on the character of Jesus in Zhao Zichen and Wu Leichuan’s portrayals, that
the reason for the boom in writings on “Lives of Jesus” was a responsive
effort to get rid of foreign missionary guardianship and to realize the cultural
autonomy of Chinese believers. In these works, the Chinese authors drew their
ideological resources from Furopean liberal theology and Confucian moral
traditions and reorganized them in the name of Christianity to portray Jesus
as the savior of the nation. Writing on “Lives of Jesus”displayed the responses
of liberal Christians to the central discourses of enlightenment and national
salvation in the May Fourth and Anti-Christian Movements and revealed the
complex relationship between their conformity to mainstream discourses and
their application of traditional resources.

Keywords: Lives of Jesus, ZHAQO Zichen, WU Leichuan, “Character, China’s
Salvation”
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RTHE—HHBARBN (BHE) . © BRE—F, EL2RH0H
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e AT) B CEERAEFE) , HTA1940FER LIRFEREERER
R (BREREE ) PR “EPEREEE” A “ERER EARABFR”
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19303194041, BAANKLEERREBEEMREI,
19308E HAREY (#3856 ) (Chunese Recorder) P BB T £ E M EEH
BEEHANRS THEEBEBN (RITZHNWEEE) (Jesus as I Know
Him) , ¢ 19324EH#2EREBHHEEHE—E “TRELSE” &
e EE, REBM (ERAET) . MAKRREN (HEEENES)
(19384F) , SRILER (EGWARE) (19394F, 1949FEHR) ,

A HEFHNESRE ‘BREFERRRERARMEENIT CRERR:
17BZ]057 ) BEEEME RS, [This paper is supported by National Social Science Foundation Project
“The Image of Jesus Christ and the Discourses of Modernity in Republican China” (Project No.:
17BZJ057).]

O @R (MERXE), B, N WHTEE, 20034, 54496368,
[ZHAO Zichen, Zhao Zicken wen ji, Vol. 1 (Beijing: Commercial Press, 2003).]

® X, 1. Pao (BAO Guanglin), “Jesus as I Know Him, VI: Jesus, as | Know Him Today,”
Chinese Recorder 61(1930): 356-358; K. S. Wang, “Jesus as I Know Him, VII: The Christ of
the Chinese Road,” Ckinese Recorder 61(1930): 83-101; K. S. Wang, “Jesus as I Know Him,
VII: The Christ of the Chinese Road,” Chinese Recorder 61(1930): 577-581; T. C. Chao, “Jesus
as I Know Him, II: The Pathway by Which I Know Jesus,” Chinese Recorder 61(1930): 78-
80; WU Leichuan, “Jesus as I Know Him, 1,” Chinese Recorder 61(1930): 76-78; Kuan Peter,
“Jesus as I Know Him, V,” Chinese Recorder 61(1930): 289-290.
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19404 X T EHI,

AL EERMRENN (BHRE) AHHEHE, EROTR
B AR WEAER. FHE. 58, RERIHFABLTE
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3, BEBHRBRA-MEMERNAY, XIELMZESIEREE S
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BERER, LHBARR, AXTABERERERE LN ANKES

O g (REST), RUEHR: (PTEEERALRHETE (D) THE
REY, B, PHEM, 20124F, #EXXVIE, [CHIN Kenpa, “Editorial Foreword,” in Collecred
Bssays on the Public Theology of Chinese Christianity II: The Image of Jesus, ed. CHIN Ken-pa
(Hong Kong: Centre for Advanced Biblical Studies and Application Ltd.2012}), XXVL]

@ Hegn, 19366128, MR (HEEAG) ARSEHEELHL, BRTES
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ARBERZS THE (BHE) BREETRE,
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B, BAR—HMESY LN, FTHEHE LY, BEHREARR
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© RAGE: (EHEREBABR) B (BOKEXR) 2=, LR s
J&, 19894, #E43-45H, [LIANG Qichao, “Wu shi nian Zhongguo jin hua gai lun,” in ¥iz
bing shi wen ji, Vol.39 (Beijing: Zhonghua Book Company, 1989), 43-45.]
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EXRRE) , bR ARSI, 20154, $3-10H, [ZHU Zhixin, “Yesu shi
shen me dong xi,” in Min guo shr gi fér Jidu jiao yun dong zhong yao wen xian hui bian, eds.
TANG Xiaofeng and WANG Shuai (Beijing: Social Literature Publishing House, 2015), 3-10.]

O g (WENER—hEEEHARL) , AL BHIEE, 20044,
281518, [DUAN Qi, fen jin de /i cheng—Zhongguo Jidu fizo de ben se hua (Beijing: Business
Printing Hall, 2004), 151

©Hmgt: (BNEHERZFEEN) , AL FREEK, 19274, $23-37
B, [ZHANG Qinshi, Guo nei jin shi nian i zhi zong jizo si chao (Beijing: Yan jing hua wen
xue xiao, 1927), 23-27.]

® Yamamoto Tatsuro and Yamamoto Sumiko, “The Anti-Christian Movement in China,
1922-1927," The Far Fastern Quarterly 12(1953): 133-147. WEREBHRMN “NEBE” =
RRHRETEGRETARRNRHEENREN, MEESIEOSRELRR “F
FEEBED” MRS, BERYME (BFROALTR) —FRER, EHE “A
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FE AL GRS B, DA RAR B IRk FIFE1E P i B B8 B
R ERMEMRNFEHEEH “BR” . hHi2H, PHRERRELTH
BB, XHEFEFSEHERIINWTAEEESR “HE . EREH
HEESARRERRS, “BREAFESAETHEEHAMTE R
WK, RFFTENEEEHNBEE, BHROFZHKER, FWRT
A" O, “PEARBHNEEEHRNBE, THERERROTEES
HHBE, BREERE" ®, ‘BEHERE” CSHBUEHRAR
BEo MEMEAREHN “BR” “BE” £, WEHER RS

FER1908E R 1917 M E B EF K AFIGH (Sherwood Eddy ) RIFEREF, BEER
BRINE R TiE—#E2, £ RcChung Cheuk-chi Cecilia, “Politicised Faith: The Transformation
of the Discourse ‘Character, China's Salvation’ of the Chinese YMCA, 1908-1927," Ching Feng,
ns., 18.1-2(2019): 123-47,

O g, (EESEREBL) (1927), 8] (EEREXE) £, $270H,
[ZHAO Zichen, “Jidu jiao yu Zhongguo wen hua(1927),” in Zhao Zichen wen ji, Vol.3, 270.]

@ gt (FEREE) (1934) , R (BEEIR) B=3%, $Es02E, [ZHAO Z-
chen, “Yesu Jidu(1934),” in Zheo Zichen wen ji, Vol.3, 502.]

O g (EERETENOEER) (1932), R (HMERIR) 52548, &
465H , [ZHAO Zichen, "Jidu jiao yu Zhongguo de xin li jian she (1932),” in Z&ao Zicken wez
i, Vol.3, 465]
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si chao,” in Dao” yu “yan’- hua xia wen hua yu fidu jizo wen hua xiang yu, ed. LIU Xiaofeng
(Shanghai: Shanghai Joint Publishing House, 1995), 673; LEUNG Ka-Lun, “Reductionism and
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20th Century,” A Journal of Bible and Theology, Vol. 19, no. 1(2003): 3; WANG Zhixi, “If
Jesus Were Born in Today’s China: Interpretation of the Gospels of Christian Intellectuals in the
Republic of China and Publicity of the Image of Jesus” (Doctoral thesis, Chinese University of
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Hermeneutics of the Chinese Church: The Debate Between Wu Leichuan and T. C. Chao and the
Chinese Christian Problematic,” in Bible in Modern China: The Literary and Intellectual Impac,
eds. Irene Eber, Sze-kar Wan, Knut Walf, Roman Malek (Sankt Augustin: Institute Monumenta
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ERE, FB, 80ENE, 1935 FE8LESN SR ER
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BEHENANEHNEEREE, DURG BB ERER AR
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O B EE A MRRAEENRERR, LE—STREAN#ERE
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(Sha.n%hai: Shanghai Classics Publishing Press, 2008), 85.]

Yamamoto Tatsuro, History of Protestantism in China: The Indigenization of Christianity
(Tokyo: Toho Gakkai Press, 2000), 265.

@ Jessie Lutz, (hina and the Christian Colleges (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press,
1971), 337-347; John Israel, Student Nationalisin in (hina (Stanford, CA: Stanford University
Press, 1966), 153-155; Thomas H. Reilly, Szving the Nation: Chinese Protestant Flites and the
Quest to Build a New China, 1922-1952 (Oxford: Oxford University, 2021), 118-119.

® Kiang Wen-han, “Chinese Students on the Move Again,” in Correspondence and Reports,
Box 51, YMCA International Work in China, cited from Thomas H. Reilly, Szving the Nation:
Chinese Protesiant Elites and the Quest to Build a New China, 1922-1952 (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2021), 118.
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94 | #4838 - 2022Fk



Sy E. EERCULRIERT

ZHRER., MEREACHEEEZFTNER (BEE) PRR I
WETEARUBHRRATEARNBEEINEEAORES 8N, ®
SRARR AR EAR TEB H, R AWER. Flin, FEAEERE
BRER, BRFHRRET “BERER" (FH) FEM “BRE
R” (HEERHATAESR, FRERE MO B IR P #h
TER) FEE; MESHRAELEBHAR “HE , WEBNOKR,
F Ty §B 2 1% HE fok SR B R 78 A DU 5 f v 2 A (0 2R 1 4 Tt R O,
BEEGRPEETSAERIARER. © BEESEN (IBRE)
% “mEE” SINBETRENSITZE, BEMERMHBETENR
RUAEDFIEME TREE, MERE “BEX VB EREN S HER
BERNEBEENBEE S ZMAEH—ERE ¢, FTEER TR
MEREFHESRERE, BEXEHERMHENARBEERANETREA
TEBR, W —EREEE20HL, HRR1906EHER - E
& (Albert Schweitzer) B ( BIRER FHERER Y (ZZe Quest of the
Historical Jesus) ¥118, 19 BB R EMET TR AMBNHEE
BRI, BREHE AP BT S8 5 R L I AR 5 e AR B
2, BanfTEAm AR ) DR EE HHR M A SEE A A B M 2 8
ME, R —EEESERERNET SRR “EH5E” (Demy-
thologization, Entmythologisierung ) , %lIBFrA BR A BEAHEBAR
ZEHk, LB YA RF A —EEEER, ©

BMaZ R 18 L ERBN20 LR E ERENHES, 4
R—TEHEEHAR LN BNRREN, BEHRELA-EELZRH,
HE—ERENELLEE, ARXE—ERKMENSSR, BRZ

@ David Strauss, T&e Lifé of Jesus Critically Examined, trans. George Hiot (London: Swan
Sonnenschein, 1898), 250-272.

® George. S. Williamson, “Myth,” in 7Ze Oxford Handbook of Nineteenth-Century
Christian Thought, 205.

@ Albert Schweizer, 7&e Quest of the Historical Jesus: A Critical Study of Its Progress from
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“The Appeal of Christianity to the Chinese Mind,” (hinese Recorder XLIX: 5 (1918): 288-296;
e, (EERREHARRENN) , BB, (BREEBEMORETE.
BESEERE) , B, EEWPEL, 20034, $42-43, 52-55H, [YING Fuk-tsang,
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VR EREERANER, 19028 R EURR%E, “BHEM” AT HRER
IRETEE, R19245F9 AMAL % “teftt” (Life Fellowship) , Wi —F AR EBERIE
A, RRAREH RS EESHHEMBE, BARANRE)IERR “Lht”
BR.
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BE” 2, REESN: (ER), RRE/. (BBRIK, KE)IEER (D)),
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AR, MERBOELEM “AONEERE" “AERERN
BB M FERBPTARNRE" ¢, AN TRKRER BRI
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®RE)I|: (EBHETEIL) , F25H.
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Zhonghua Book Company, 1975), 118.]

@ ERg: (TEERIEERSMORE) , L. LESHEE, 20184, %179
H., [WANG Fansen, Zkongguo jin dai st xiang yu xue shu de xi pu (Shanghai: Shanghai Joint
Publishing House, 2018), 179.]

® Rk, %144-166H,

104 | 254888 - 2022%k



Sy E. EERCULRIERT

BaEZ, MAREZTLEAERMEZEE; B2, EEEFREHENA
FAERAMAL AR, EBFENRS TFASTHEMERESREEREEE
HHEEBAY (ERRKBRAZBRSERRZEEMAL T RBEHRE
AN#p) , BAEERBAURBERORRBERE, UEREHZE
HEARLFABER BB EEENZ P, FXLEB KR
EHRMOMR R EGEMERESE 2 MBS Bk Rt T R—3E, fiREE
fR 18 Hh B R SR B R R R R BT SO E B A R SR, DL
HEFEEPRFOHREREMERESEZ M RE A,

o

A5 T REEEHE BIRAES FRER AR R IR EN
FH, ZERERESREEEBEB A RIS T AT — R
SAEBHE . FRPREEBERNERES S, £H (2ER)
HMBEMAE LGB E ERBRFEHE L ESEE TR HMRF,
HR B BB ok 188 D i F9 N T B A 2 R B B A A B D A A
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