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Abstract

The Oxtord Handbook of the Bible in China, edited by the distinguished
New Testament scholar K. K. Yeo and published in 2021, serves as a
comprehensive reference work in Chinese Bible studies. This handbook
compiles 47 articles contributed by 49 Bible scholars. It provides a
comprehensive examination of the historical development, contemporary
landscape, and future trajectories of the Bible in China. Notably, it represents
the most extensive collection of thematic articles on Chinese Bible research.
The handbook is structured into four main sections, each addressing a distinct
dimension of the Chinese Bible: “Translation”, “Expression”, “Interpretation”,
and “Reception”. The first section, “Translation”, undertakes a thorough
retrospective analysis of the intricate and diverse translation history of the
Bible into Chinese languages. The second section, “Expression”, delves into
the contextualized expressions of the Bible within the Chinese milieu. In the
third section, “Interpretation”, an overview of the history and current state
of biblical interpretation in China is provided. Finally, the fourth section,
“Reception”, investigates the impact of the Chinese Bible on Chinese society
and art forms like calligraphy, music, films. Although the handbook is not
without its imperfections, such as inconsistent English terminology, occasional
redundancy in content, and minor factual inaccuracies, the majority of its
articles meticulously examine their respective historical themes, offering
integrated and meticulous analytical insights and are supported by an abundant
reservoir of reference materials. As a whole, this handbook comprehensively
elucidates the breadth and depth characterizing Chinese Bible research in recent
decades and stands as the preeminent authoritative reference work within the
realm of Chinese Bible studies to date.

Keywords: 7he Oxford Handbook of the Bible in China, translation,
expression, interpretation, reception
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19994F, BEREEF LHEE (Jost Oliver Zetzsche ) EHEZ (&
RIEMB ) (The Bible in China) FEF: “MCELRELREE,
HRPRARL, WEAERE. ” C0d, KMEEEAERE, &
F20L M, PXEKATEDE R, FiERPXERAEMBET
BB RSNEE R L, B PSPy b B T S EE AR AR B A R S AR R BT
B, ERFHBE RO ARRELKEE, CEBREDPLEKHIPRGE
AT, XUESTHENEE, BEE40EFN (FRFMm: 2R
HEHR Y (Tke Oxford Handbook of the Bible in China ) ® Bl R—¥%,
BRI BXERZSREEEN, BARASRERAE, B RTLH
P REZHFTNEEMEE ., EENMIEEERER X ERH TR
—REERCEARBOHEREE, Hh22/ R B KEEREEE,
IBREERESK RS, +REBIERREE (K2 HAE
WEE)  ARERNSEEENBRBLEPXERKHAER 2 REET
T, 2EBERHPXERK AR, £, B2 E,

BENE, 2BUBXESURM. Bk (. XEH. ®E
) R ARE, SHEEREETRELFENRBEMSELE, £
HEE. REEH, BURE - RAZWEZBBRP LERKH TR
MER, AEEFEEXAEME - PHANEERBRE, &
ZEBNEREE, BRMMIMXETHERFTNER, 3
BANZEGEE, XEBHHEEMN “EE2EZEE” (primary
sources ) , FHAIMINEZFTARBERSERER, HEESRE—F
HEHE—-FPHANEZ LSO RTF. AOXEBEXRRHTHEEAE

@ Jost Oliver Zetzsche, 7he Bible in China: The History of the Union Version or The
Culmination of Protestanr Missionary Bible translation in China (Sankt Augustin: Monumenta
Serica Institute, 1999), 13.

® Khiok-Khng Yeo, ed., 7he Oxford Handbook of the Bible in China (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2021).
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B, RRBRAOATEE, ABEREEREZ HZ2 T, Bib, B
AEE. FIRMZEER, BENTHIXMES . AGMEFES],
ERREEN, FFEREMPAXELHARZEMRINGNER, &
HEZ AREER, BRETHPIIERNETEREME LG TS
BB —BATERNERESE S,

AWM, ZFMEXEEES HNOES . 8132 (translation) |
712 (expression) . #% (interpretation ) . #%% (reception) , K
FEBRNFHEREEB COHARBHEMRNE, 8 “UEHS” it
R, BEMEEZS, RERAEERE ‘BFRES—¥y, oW&
oy g, NREESEEN., 2HAFEEENME" . T8E,
HEBERAMOEZEE, $ERUESNES ZEMATERE,
PLRIESS M AT AR A Y @, BRSHE T RS SR
“EET R, CmpEls, ERRE, DEBRBSNBREEE. 5
REEXEEHFEEMY, REERNBTHREZEN, EEPIXE
HEBL, NEBEMB40ETRAABREBRE, WXELARE
B g, WHEIPFE40EWTURA “RE” E— 0. EEERR
Fig BB ERPRE, BEMAREME; ‘R ERA
FHREZ); BB ARAZEA, “ER AIRRAZRBEMEA,
TR, REZHEAMUAZRRAHEN? UEEFEZR, “@8" 7
EEER B ZMEARA, SRAERAZRRZRFEMER, 5186 AFE
HEFE,

FMoFEREPERLER, KERREMIXHARIIRER
Bk & EE +H A 5 (Jean Basset, 1662-1707)MIRAERIBAD K
BB 2 (Louis Antoine de Poirot, 1735-1813)i B AR FRE R AERE
A, BEIEHHR X EQHWBREMBT IE, BEEER. FRPX

o Khiok-Khng Yeo, ed., 7&e Oxford Handboo#k of the Bible in China, 5.
® Ibid.
P bid.
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BEREE, AP —EEBANAEFRNMHER. MeARRE Tt
AEUHAEXEDRGARE? WRE, RENM? FMHHXE
ERARNER, FEREHEE (FHREKHBMELSBEENOE
XY (Protestant Bible Translation and Mandarin as the National Language
of China ) M EARWBEHEMER ., AR, FEFAERETNEASH
AEXEDNEEREEH, CTBERIRE: “EELaEEHR
HEAECEY, RERBERMEATHAREBE AR, AR, K
FEESBRZWHEMEAR (190758 —h ) FEBERAER, AFEE
BN R A B B SRR R AR R T OB T AR
EE, PEOBRKEELMEN TS LK BT LB ENERE
B, BN EEKRRPXER, BHREMT SRy EA R
AER. URERABEORZ —HWEMA, SRERMDEGERE
HEAEMEREFER, 275 ERBAMERER LETRE ESR
SHERAMABEENEREREN, BMERSFHEEEMT
YE40 B EM KB EGWEGITEF (Rev. John Van Nest Talmage ) £
Bl BT EHR TG, TEFHERIAZRES., BE, ARRE
E, BRI BEFMRLSHMT S2KEE K, DRZIFRANWE
HER

ZES B -EEMERRR P XEEHRN AR E R, ZRERE
XERFETBHBRAMGBRERECNES —ME R ERN—EE
EME, AR, BR, BEEFR, URBRBEENDEELE
FRXAMEAGEE. B HNGR0EANE, BASHER.
SBEATERE, BAERRERNARMETREET>IHER,
ARABABRREREBTRGEERME, WXHRRE kR
—&, MRPERE, REMHR, BFEE, BHR “R¥” —#,

o Khiok-Khng Yeo, ed., 7&e Oxford Handbook of the Bible in China, 172-174.
@ Ibid., 115-116.
P1bid., 183-188.
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X ERHRBERM (idiosyncratic) FIARBAM (unnatural ) , LURE
FREEELA: “FHAMEEANHER, IEAERNESHAER
BREAE R CBARYER”  CEENRE, ‘B Z2EWAR
WA, BARHEE, “R¥ —#ARXRREE, BEoSKe—F
ZHEDRKRRAERBERAE AHE, BOREKRAFRY, BEREDRH
RBXER, RUREEZEHEREHCHER “F . AOEREE
ERE R BR MR, —RENERE, mBiten “BER 7/
B4y, ZREE “R¥” RABEBOERR, b, RRPXERKT
EE—SEEFROER L, B THE, REEKEE, FEEEST
Zhetwm, BEEERAEMIBEGEAEENESBEZMESD
T,
FMEZMHUEKETRYEELAER, W THXERK
EEBERBNEBNHABELIREERAXENER., ERAEH
B ERELTTAB S HMERER: A& (accommodation ) FARA
(integration) . NEFE$E R 815 118 A W BR = o ELAE A0 58 I 2k [ A2
EEHHR, BMANNEEFHBAPEL, HENEFR T ER 0 H
REBt, Blgn, “LbF” —@IA (ER), RERZEE, m45&H
HIER PR AETHAR, AARERELZAREEBAEHE., Y
—R, REBRHEE-—EDRI “TREF/FERK ‘¥ BR
R, ARBRABBNA . BEERY, SATRIDAERDHE
REFER “B” . TR, GodBZZ 2 RNBER. B, KMoHHE
BB AR X EERER R BB EL T EER (Nestorianism )
HIRER—EURERE, ® RE2006E MR, 20214E B (&
B, WEMYENRGRE ) (Jingiiao: The Church of the Bast in
China and Central Asia) —&, BLZPL “HH#E” (Church of the
East) & “EHLEER" (Nestorianism) , W HE = HIEAEMS

o Khiok-Khng Yeo, ed., 7he Oxford Handbook of the Bible in China, 183-188.
@ 1bid., 221, 236-237, 240.
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B, CEFM T, WRELAPRGBER, FRPRE
X EHIERE A SERFE
FHE=MHELEFLERBRETRANELERKSE, RE
RREBIEELMTRBAEENREERR, EECENFHE RSN
RAHEKMARMR. SBXBEATETROER. PEFVELKKN
BREREH IO . BHEEEFICUHATRBRN AR AL
MEEHNBEREEY —, MALZERH (ERK) HHTLHBIEX
g2 X, BEFHMAERZ T, PEARKEFREKERBENRER
XHhEHREE, LRAEETREMSABEZRM B SHE,
FHERMRREKEERUNRTEBEANE, MEBEELET
RENERPBHZ A - HHA (David Jasper) , MEEFTEAR
KRBENRRERILEE, FHPEBERREE, L F  HIiBERER
FMAPENEAETRFINERAMBEBRATHROERS—, B
BREAH - EHEmANSEEEEHM TR R BERFMAIEN,
MASEREHEE, BB MEIIENERSERBER SR, BE—
', BXHRINGKE - BB EROBHTILER, JE “Literary and
Theology” , &2 “Literature and Theology” , ® ¥ RBENRIsEZ, &
b, BEMRXHFEBRBANESER, EEERAELSWERME
ZHEEXHHE, AAEREHERKHERMTNERES ., #R
AOBREA B (LR ) FHEM (2R KRR, HEXLER
RWBHEAHBMNR, MREETEEENTLR,
EETHEEBREBRRZLWEZBEMRZNADEEBHAL
B, fiFRNAEANMBERHNRBESHIREEEREMNE
%, FHESRE—ME, RFEHERBREBRENBEZ —. &
FHEMHEZLEZEBFERBLZNER, HEFEFBW2E

® Roman Malek, ed., Jingjiao: The Church of the Fast in China and Central Asia (New
York: Routledge, 2021), 14.
@ Khiok-Khng Yeo, ed., Zhe Oxford Handbook of the Bible in China, 409.
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THRREHFEEREMHEEREZ, I, IRKBITER L “&
SEENTE, FEREE LF2B0EY” C, AEBREDER
MEERTEREBERVEERIUAR,

FMENBLONERS, THELRK, EETHPNEKELE. A
HEM, B ERFHERETPRNEE, IS TEEETREERF
ABEEME, WX EKHRTRA L ERNEZETENGE, B2
BXECIPFHP X EKEREFREMEANREHERA, ZHHX
ELREEHAERNR, REERENERSETHENERER. LA
RBBENRAZEHALRB BRI ZEN AR, PERK
RABERER A, KFMAFREREIEEREN, BEE
HEHDUBEAMEHRBEAFTEZH, PNEKEREEERE
BA “REXPEMTERENNR” UPERTERELRM, BERHIXE
FERFAS EESR/NR, © 345, ZMSETEEFEZEEREM
e, MERRPIGEARL, BRER, VHE BT REPIITR
BRAIEE S M,

FMEBERHRFTEUT AN LBEKE, — B ELAFSHE, ¥
SXEBEWNEXTHE-PBHMEE, ZREXNHE, WH775FHE
B, —RFM KRG — 30 R E EEAEM A HA RN R,
MB|HBMXAAEZMARTFHRLELELERT A “Jingjin” , 43
ERIBFAR “Jing Cheng” ; “FIBAER” FHXEFE A “Mandarin
Union Bible” , HHHI3E A “vernacular Union Bible” ; “GFEXH”
% B %738 B raditional classical Chinese, F44ZE R B A “deep-
literary” . EEHEB R RE—. EBAFE, LEHEEREEK

R, (ERGCERME. EREKE) , bR, RS BRM:, 2004, B
146,

@ MEISEEIRE TH Y E NN SMEE 2 MDA RS, et
EERBEDEELRIATE; BANEOEREARE (EENEBELEE) #5
EREX, HEZREDFEER, BHTHXRA, 2 FKhiok-Khng Yeo, ed., 7Ze
Oxford Handbook of the Bible in China, 599, 736,
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¥, BmEEQHEEEERN “EE ‘EE “HE “EE
7 GHRE, BREVMMIERE, T RTMR TN EE WS
BEE, YHHEER, DEBEE - SHAMES, RERFFITK
R, BELXFFREBSEHRNET SR, EREFMEOMSEHEAR
HBE, BEAESHE. MENES . BRERE S B2,
EEEE, BRENES, BHOXBENESE (TREETHOZHE
BGEEIL) Gl “F2” WBBEEARE, BoXBoEas (TR
HOBREEER) , EEPE “ERK , XHRSENRTRARE S
SRB Y, Hh WAL GBIRIERHES,

ERRE, AFMEBEERES T XERKHENHE SE, A
W BEAEAGES AEERE - EDXRENAN “2RE" , AR
W EEMHEEETT HE . HRUBEKFANEE, FH
TYEAREBHE, THRZERNESHALE, FEShaHsEn
X EIRAE ARG NES, BREFSRE, AFMuRBESEHN,
HRBBRFE. A, FBE, MREFT. “FRomni
FAGEHERR, RERE, BR ‘¥ ME. HEA. ” OFmHhX
BE, EEL, FETHEER, BE S MIBNERS, HRAHR
B, ARREME LT - ALEHERN T XREHES RS,

o Khiok-Khng Yeo, ed., 7he Oxford Handbook of the Bible in China, 1.
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