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Abstract

Against the backdrop of global ecological crisis and inter-civilizational
dialogue, this paper reflects on the historical development and modern
significance of the relationship between humanity and nature in Christian
creation theory from a genealogical perspective. By examining the textual
meanings of “subdue the earth” in the biblical canon, it reveals the dual role
of humanity in the Christian tradition as God’s “agent” rather than “owner”
in the relationship with the nature—endowed with the responsibility to
serve as “steward” of nature by virtue of being created “in God’s image,”
yet constrained by nature due to the fallen condition. Focusing on three
historical periods, the paper selects representative works and traces how the
Patristic and Medieval theological tradition of “two books of God” (Scripture
and nature) promoted natural studies (science) and explores its potential for
mutual learning with China’s “unity of heaven and humanity” (Fx A& —)
thought. The ethics of responsibility inherent in Christian creation theory
creates a tension with modern ecological crises. Reconstructing its “steward-
guardian” role holds theoretical value for reflecting on anthropocentrism
and constructing a “community of life between humanity and nature,”
providing a historical dimension and foundation for inter-civilizational
dialogue in ecological ethics within the context of the Sinicization of
religion.

Keywords: Christian creation theory; humanity and nature; genealogy;
Sinicization of religion; ecological ethics
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BB EGER AR P T =6 B AR S ECREMRIE, M=
BB ARE NRBR, BT 2 o R E S 2 S s n B B a8t
“HhEERT REESFRIORAMER R —, MREYE L airang
BAREN, B RHIEE R | kT, ERmAH (FRM
AAA) BB OB A R O BRI, o= B 5 SR AL A R A
MaRRE, EIRBAREE =R FHE B A A B 5/
RFZ — HESORMREDE (B ) MBR, HEREFERIVEER
CHOCHRT , BRI R R R R R ERHCCRET RS B
. R E NRASORS BRI ZE D 3R, R T AR A
i SRR E .. B EESERER N RE, BRIk
WBETARERERNBEIE, A—TLAENEEERUIIE NS B RHRRN
R T AR E R,

MEAEZHEE, FRAFTREENZOES “odors” BfF “H
SR7 B OCORMET BEES R h T AOCEBEHEMRE A “natura” A
SEE M A HOER “EAEERT B EARE; R EERE DLk

FAXABIR AR EGTER N B ABAR IR T AR E R B 5 IT
(20BZ7J032 ) HYPEEEE A F . [This article is a phase achievement of the National Social
Science Fund Project “A Study of the Patristic Tradition of Creation in the Context of
Human-Nature Relations” (Project No.: 20BZJ032).]
VIR ] PRI (PR BRI RN R ) | B RE, Rk
BETH AR, 20124F, Fl61H . [Fyodor Dostoevsky, Selected Novellas and Shorr Stories of
Dostoevsky, trans. ZANG Zhonglun (Guilin: Lijiang Publishing House, 2012), 161.]
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MR EEABEENTEHEAE, MOWEAARARLBRER ANES R
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B, WHEEMGS AR 9B BEAEHROHAE, i,
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NBEWSEED, $REER—H: “WUAIRNGHRZ T (R
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' G. A. Anderson and M. Bockmuehl, eds., (reation ex nikhilo: Origins, Development,
Contemporary Challenges (Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 2017), 1-13.

? Gerhard May, Creatio Ex Nihilo: The Doctrine of “Creation out of Nothing” in Farly
Christian Thought, trans. A. S. Worrall (London: T&T Ltd., 1994), 179-180.

® J. Pelikan, What has Athens to Do with Jerusalem? Timaeus and Genesis in Counterporint
(Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1997), 24, 67, 111.
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MELEERMBES ., B, REETRA LT 2 —UAFEENALEEM
MEE, FwEE “EE NREREEBEHMN, WA EMEER

Ho BB sk T i B R EE, BaREN “HEL
B” GUEREEAN— KA mRAREENE YR, BRAFEW.
ﬁ%ﬁ%@%ﬁﬂ%@b%%ﬁﬂﬁm P TR B SR R 4y
FASR, M AE BRI . A E RO R HUE N R E I, &
BEREIENKEZFAEGENRRIEZ ZHORE, KILEAREERI
BERER M Ry Bk R HEAT AR AR, A R R
BRTLEMEGEV AN EEBEFEERENEDE SR, BiETE
BETEEEFOMEREZRDIERE (Bl ) WEmEsE, (BdRE

V%] Ea-s RS (ERAUE: ATTI-8004E AT ) %1, ABEGE,
Fi: BREEAEEEGE, 20144, 1, 10-11H, REERT EEOHRHLE
CRIEEE ) CARBRFZR MR, BFEECCAIE R EZE T RZE, [Andrew Louth,
ed., Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: /=800 AD, vol. 1, trans. SHI Minmin (Shanghai:

East China Normal University Press, 2014), 1, 10—-11.]

Y s (ECREFRRRENT) , BN BT RBRAGE, 20144, 8
83. 85, 166-167 H. [CHEN Yuehua, Augustine in Cross-Cultural Perspective (Hangzhou:
Zhejiang University Press, 2014), 83, 85, 166—167.]

Y B £ 4y M54 % CHEN Yuehua, “On Augustine’s Theology of Hope: From the
Perspective of Creation,” A78 Teologiese Studlies 78, no. 4(2022): a7878,
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TR B BB, MEEAA T RGN T A TR (R ) MR
“FEL OB, BT ORMEEBAMWEZ, MREREMEBERFY, HL
MEWE —ERINES, EMEFEEME., BN 4 THEBNEE R

VAR GREME) , PR, & EEBBGE, 20154, L 45230,
[Ambrose, On Duties, trans. CHEN Yuehua (Hong Kong: Dao Feng Publishing House, 2015),
1.45.230.]
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Vg, (EEHITEIS004E) , bR ARHH, 19944, F152-161
H . [ZHAO Dunhua, /500 Years of Christian Philosoply (Beijing: People’s Publishing House,
1994), 152-161.]

2R, Sorabji, Zime, Creation, and the Continuum: Theories in Antiquity and the Farly
Middle Ages, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2006, p. 29.

Y REEL. (GBI, REH TRAEERTT) , bR, e RS AR
#, 20014, ZE256H , [ZHOU Weichi, Memory and Hlumination: A Study of. Augustine’s
Theological Philosophy (Beijing: Social Sciences Academic Press, 2001), 256.]

VRfgsh: (RESTHOLEHERE) , AL, hEEE RSB, 2005
F, E174-192H, [ZHOU Weichi, Augustine’s Christian Thought (Beijing: China Social
Sciences Press, 2005), 174-192.]

VET . ( RFER B CFEEBERT ), (EEHSET) , 20254
1A, %F42H ., [HU Aixin, “From ‘Rationes Seminales’ to ‘Ratio Causalis’,” journal for
the Study of Christian Culture, no.1 (2025): 42.]

ZE538E - 2025/



fER b 2 &7 HOARHEE

=, PHLHER

R DRI T BB B RhG K AE E 2 B T R R
PRPERERER, TR A LT ERE SRR NUR B B R T AR RS
Ao B AR AN o LT ZE AR 2, fhbb B iy T BN KRR AR A
WIEERERR], BB FEN, BHhRs ¥ aRUEmMSSEHE, v
B (]ﬁrgen Moltmann ) 78 Z 140 18 B f0 B8 5 B 5 S B 4G
Gk, ARBIER s T LN FER, KMAEREZEN
Rt R — AP, @ BB TTDLERER, P40 Al o B 2 it
HRHBAETHRBEOHTT, DER EHBORM, hESEHTE
ESRVAR LI

ot & E B ARMAE R ZAE (AL ) (Periphyseon, WATVLEN
EN CWmAEBARMET ), ERREKTHRERAIEN I E,
Bt 52 B “— RS (BR LW ESSHRESAEN ., SER
Mg R RERT T RO RE, R ARBIMER SR WIERR FERARER
KT, MR AR S, ETWEKER R ER T HE
PIRIBIE . A T ¥PRE TR S ECE RS AR AR, B R AR A (IR B B
HrRA A ER A BB EZEAE (R LIRS ) (Coelesti Hierarchia )
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VRER: (RITETRAIEE) , GEE. BEHCULFER) . 201145835
BH, %5147-165H ., [WU Guangcheng, “On Aquinas’ View of Creation,” Zogos & Pneuma: A
Journal of Christian Thought, no. 35 (2011): 147-165.]

Pl EmEE. (BRETRR B AROAER)  RIOCESE,
HEEE A =REE, 20024F, %E49H , [Jirgen Moltmann, Gorr in der Schopfung
Okologische Schopfungslehre., trans. WEI Renlian et al. (Beijing: SDX Joint Publishing
Company, 2002), 49.]

VRN (BREMN GRAYE) hy CBIKRBELT ), (EEBL
B Y, 202510, F47-64H. [NIE Jiansong, “The Figure of Pseudo-Dionysius in
Eriugena’s Periphyseon,” Journal for the Study of Christian Culture, no.1 (2025): 47-64.]
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