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Abstract

Tokutomi Roka’s novel Hororogisu garnered attention well beyond
the literary sphere during the Meiji era, with its reading and dissemination
constantly caught in the tension between private emotional experience
and the production of public meaning. Through a combination of close
reading, study of publishing history, and cross-linguistic communication
studies, this paper argues that Hosorogisu does not continue the narrative
tradition prevalent in Japan, where the emotional plot is concluded with a
love- suicide; rather, under the multiple pressures of illness, war, and the
family system, its response is to defer, interpret, and reposition individual
suffering. By introducing a discourse of Christian ethics centered on the
protagonist Ogawa Kyoko, the novel transforms “endurance” from a
consequence of systemic oppression into a comprehensible ethical stance,
thereby altering the mode of resolution for love narratives. Building on
this foundation, the paper further investigates the “behind-the-scenes
promoters” and the mechanisms of meaning reconstruction involved in
the 1904 English translation of the story. It argues that it was precisely due
to the commensurability of its emotional structure and ethical language
that Hororogisu could gain recognition and acceptance within the English-
speaking world, entering the cross-cultural communication network as a
realist text depicting “modern Japan”.

Keywords: Hocotogisu, Tokutomi Roka, Christian ethics, English translation
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& ed., Japan as Seen and Described by Famous Writers (New York: Dodd, Mead &
Company, 1904).

PEEET, (EE% FT S BBE) ., KL B, 19304, H140
H . [Tokutomi Roka, Complete Works of Tokutomi Roka, Vol. 20, Collected Lectters
(Tokyo: Shinchosha, 1930), 140.]
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FPEE SRR Z) . EERR A B AR R WD AR " o 19044F, HLH
BB R T —H/NSRBEB MR, A SRS E B AR A — R
REZR, MGEECEE TN, SRR H W AR EE SR
B AP, AN AR R EGE R, & BN AE T O AN ERE
SRR ERARAEZE 2ty FE—EVIFECUE B EERRERED, SAE/N
FBE NN SR RE S IR, M K AR AR R R RS
AR B wF

19041 H, EAEERRBERENGEPRETELSLEES
The Cuckoof&i:MHiE “FANKE" HEEHEAIELD, EHRILEANANE
F “Namiko (R ) " fEAFESEE, ViEEEd R, TIEELHE
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BRE, BREHM “12& L& ¥ (Hototogisu, AIEIE “RMkE" “BF
K7OCFRT %) REEARE, RERBIERMER, ¥HEOI%EM
AR TR | Bl BB A AN T R, AR BRSO RS TR
AREGEE RIEER . RSN ARENREERE. A, EEVBAR
RATL | RESUE RS IBBUE R B, TERE BRI R AAEE

VwEEL. (EEEs BhuE MERMAE), KR i, 19294,
5349H . [Tokutomi Roka, Complete Works of Tokutomi Roka, Vol. 19, Occasional
Thoughts (Tokyo: Shinchosha, 1929), 349.]
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( A Realistic Novel ) 7, HANEHRBIL(ITIAR? EAGE— & H B E I
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Moy, medAREEANEEERLNEREMCEP. ZRHET
SESE G EACHE A R B R RHIFERETZE (Tolstoy from Tokio ) ” !
AR B A # H O A R AR S E, T2 — @Eﬁ%%?aﬁﬂ’]&%ﬁ%
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“HEEMME” (reader-brand) : TTEFFam . B L ACE BB AR
EORIERA R A . REEMIREERE RS, © EERER
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© 7he Brooklyn Daily Fagle, April 5, 1904, 8; 7he New York Times, April 23, 1904, 18.
® Gwendolyn J. Blume, “The Reader-Brand: Tolstoy in England at the Turn of the
Century,” Zexas Studlies in Literature and Language 53, no. 3(2011): 320-337.
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# CRngs ) /B R BERER AR R ESHEE, AR EER
HOAYEWAEET., (ABEBHE) BN AN EENSHE,
WAEBRBRMBARN, R HSREER S HEE S ENR
THEBHEEAN RN NWHREZG ARBEHGE, BH R
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B ORISR ) MmIEEAh/NGE RSB 5
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V The Birmingham News, April 16, 1904, 27.
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? Edwin Francis Edgett, 7 Speak for Myself: An Fditor in His World (New York: The
Macmillan Company, 1940), 220.

® .

~ Ibid.
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2], [Z£297] 14,2010, 230-234. [Kwon Jeong-hee, “From Newspaper Serialization to
Book Form: The Media Transition of Horotogisu,” Journal of japanese Studies, no. 14 (2010):
230-234.]
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