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Abstract

Tokutomi Roka’s novel Hororogisu garnered attention well beyond
the literary sphere during the Meiji era, with its reading and dissemination
constantly caught in the tension between private emotional experience
and the production of public meaning. Through a combination of close
reading, study of publishing history, and cross-linguistic communication
studies, this paper argues that Hosorogisu does not continue the narrative
tradition prevalent in Japan, where the emotional plot is concluded with a
love- suicide; rather, under the multiple pressures of illness, war, and the
family system, its response is to defer, interpret, and reposition individual
suffering. By introducing a discourse of Christian ethics centered on the
protagonist Ogawa Kyoko, the novel transforms “endurance” from a
consequence of systemic oppression into a comprehensible ethical stance,
thereby altering the mode of resolution for love narratives. Building on
this foundation, the paper further investigates the “behind-the-scenes
promoters” and the mechanisms of meaning reconstruction involved in
the 1904 English translation of the story. It argues that it was precisely due
to the commensurability of its emotional structure and ethical language
that Hororogisu could gain recognition and acceptance within the English-
speaking world, entering the cross-cultural communication network as a
realist text depicting “modern Japan”.

Keywords: Hocotogisu, Tokutomi Roka, Christian ethics, English translation
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o Jonathan E. Zwicker, Practices of the Sentimental Imagination. Melodrama, the
Novel, and the Social Imaginary in Nineteenth-Century Japan (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Asia Center, 2006), 194.
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HRSRILAERZEFREIR=FMARMEREE. FFR18934F
g, EELFREMER, HaEEE; BE, ZBREHEE,
ARBTRIEZEHFHRE T R EEREBW, 1895F " AR,
18964 (5 Fii. E#E (i) rREZIMEE, AT L HESEtY
TERY M, SRR E LG TRG B R, F58/NHEN
ek BRI EI A TR R BRUR RS, VAT, HEMEFR

VR [ B ] wEEE. ( CROR) (BEETE) —REE, 208
TEARg) , (B MREEE) , 198785265104, Hasa67; [H]H
FEEF: NG ORI ) 127z ) . RRZFREX) , 198445
1, Fer-728; [HIMHER: ( CRWE) &), GERXERE) , 19834
ek, Ho-158; [B]BZE: (XoF F>RR—MEEE CRmE) D=
R L T), (CREtHELTFREMITALE) , 200658443, 5H29-705; 5.
( “WEEE" MRS B ORISR ) Wi Bl EREEE) . B (AREHREHRARE) ,
BB4, biE. HEFEEE T REWARGE, 201248, §593-102H. [See Kanda Shigeyuki,
“Horotogisu (Tokutomi Roka) — Conjugal Love: Its Ideal and Its Tragedy,” Kokubungaku:
Kaishaku to Kansho (Japanese Literature: Interpretation and Appreciation)52, no. 10(1987):
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44-46; Nakamura Takako, “Yamakawa Sutematsu in the Novel Hocotogisu,” Hiroshima Joshi
Dajgaku Kokubun (Hiroshima Women'’s University Journal of Japanese Literature)1 (1984):
67-72; Nakamura Seishi, “On Hororogisu,” Kindai bungaku ronshiz (Studies in Modern
Literature)14 (1988): 9-15; Seki Hajime, “The Age of Melodrama: On Tokutomi Roka’s
Hototogisu,” Research Bulletin of Kyoto Koka Women's University 44 (2006): 29-70; GUO
Yong, “The Strategy of the ‘Bestseller’: An Analysis of the Imperialist Discourse in Hocorogisu,”
in Japanese Language Fducation and Japanese Studies, ed. XU Shu (Shanghai: East China
University of Science and Technology Press, 2012), 93-102. ]

VLB EEE. CRR) , R HEEE, 20124, H5-7H. [Tokuomi
Roka, Hototogisu (Tokyo: Iwanami Shoten, 2012), 5-7.]
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7 HERBERT B. TURNER & CO., Publishers
4 170 Summer Street, Boston, MAss
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VT E SR AT B B S A AT R BRI, 8 RBoston Evening Transcript,
April 2, 1904, 21; 7he New York Times, April 2, 1904, 35.
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Japan. An Attempr at Interpretation (London: The Macmillan Company, 1904); W. Petrie
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A. B. Scherer, Japan Today (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Company, 1904); George H.
Rittner, Zmpressions of Japan (London: John Murray, 1904); Esther Singleton, trans.
& ed., Japan as Seen and Described by Famous Writers (New York: Dodd, Mead &
Company, 1904).

PIRIEEME: (RfEe® B2 08 HHE) . KL i, 19304,
E140H . [Tokutomi Roka, Complete Works of Tokutomi Roka, Vol. 20, Collected
Letters (Tokyo: Shinchosha, 1930), 140.]
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FPEE SRR Z) . EERR A B AR R WD AR " o 19044F, HLH
BB R T —H/NSRBEB MR, A SRS E B AR A — R
REZR, MGEECEE TN, SRR H W AR EE SR
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19041 H, EAEERRBERENGEPRETELSLEES
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AR TR | Bl BB A AN T R, AR BRSO RS TR
AREGEE RIEER . RSN ARENREERE. A, EEVBAR
RATL | RESUE RS IBBUE R B, TERE BRI R AAEE

VIR mEEE. (EEEs Es MRS , B B, 19294,
5349H . [Tokutomi Roka, Complete Works of Tokutomi Roka, Vol. 19, Occasional
Thoughts (Tokyo: Shinchosha, 1929), 349.]
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© 7he Brooklyn Daily Fagle, April 5, 1904, 8; 7he New York Times, April 23, 1904, 18.
® Gwendolyn J. Blume, “The Reader-Brand: Tolstoy in England at the Turn of the
Century,” Zexas Studlies in Literature and Language 53, no. 3(2011): 320-337.
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BEEE RSB E, ERE —FREARERN ., £EEH
PR S R SR B HRAE A, M RE S TER E R FEIE T,
B ORISR ) MmIEEAh/NGE RSB 5

BRI S| EAEBOE AN ER, B A1903FFEHN HE L AR
fFo B, EAEENBEIEE O REER B RZ T HEES, I
H AL WE) EPHEREREZRAL, XN ALIIESH “8
B ETARE, MERERTERIMERE P TEER “REEE"

V The Birmingham News, April 16, 1904, 27.
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® Edwin Francis Edgett, 7 Speak for Myself: An Editor in His World (New York: The
Macmillan Company, 1940), 220.
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