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Abstract

Gogol’s early work “Terrible Vengeance” occupies a special place in his
literary career and is key to unlocking the mystery of Gogol. In this work,
the biblical story of “Cain and Abel” operates as a structural device at both
ideological and narrative levels. Through his creative reworking of this
archetype, the author constructs a complex speculative space concerning
sin, punishment, and the possibility of redemption that transcends
simplistic moralizing, revealing the multiple faces of evil and exploring the
multifaceted nature of punishment.

This paper argues that interpreting “Terrible Vengeance” through the
biblical archetype of Cain and Abel allows for a deeper understanding of
Gogol’s profound insight into sin and punishment, offers a glimpse into
his lifelong concern with spiritual salvation, and helps outline his Christian
artistic vision. In a cautionary tone, Gogol expresses his profound insight
into divine grace, calling upon readers to achieve redemption through “love
for one’s brother” and “love for the sinner.” The very existence of this
work demonstrates that from his early writings onward, Gogol consistently
developed a unified thinking on the spiritual origins of humanity, the path
of divine salvation, and the religious mission of art.
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1809-1852) Bk (SKRREMEE) & LRECE, ESLPIEBER
RBFERESMERNERESERAME. SRR (THHE
) BEE LRk, DURASROEIR T E . AR EM R IR 8%
SR B H . ER KBz EALED, Y REE RERT AR A H
REREMSHR. (ERR “DUBR” , BINET Rk BA R I £ 2
BRHERRAE, ZIEREBLIR, ROEFRFNRT S ER.
B EB WA GORRESERE) , BEDERS TEEFE,
AIRBR (FIERET) o @ BIMKETERE 1835 H, “ (FTAK
") & (R - R E ) Mpendant (Y ) , EWEE KHE
E-RBETHRREEN AT RE B LERE, " Y fE18424E 8
FE - BFIRLERL R (K. Aksakov ) mBhy, EMLMFFRAIREEE, B

RS AR FA R RS IENIER (REERSULE R PR REITT) BE
PR, TEBEALEDS: 24FWWB015, [This paper is a phased achievement of the Later
Stage Funding Project of the National Social Science Fund of China, “A Study of Gogol in
the Cultural Renaissance of the Silver Age” . Project No.: 24FWWB015.]

T H.B. Torons, /1osroe cooparme cognrerni u mrcem. B 17 m. Cocr., HOATOT. TEKCTOB
n xommert. M. A. Bunorpanosa, B. A. Boponaesa (Mocksa: M3narenscTBo MocKoBCKO
Tarpuapxuu, 2009). [N. V. Gogol, Complete Collection of Works and Letters: In 17 Vols.
Compilation, preparation of texts, and commentary by I. A. Vinogradov, V. A. Voropaev
(Moscow: Publishing House of the Moscow Patriarchate, 2009).]

@ 2R A C. Mymxus, “JlBe penensun na npomsseacnue H.B.Toroms ‘Beuepaa 6mu3
Jukaubku’,” Jureparypa u xuzus, hips://dugward.ru/library/gogol/pushkin_dve_re
cenzii.html.[A. S. Pushkin, “Two Reviews of N.V. Gogol’s Evenings on a Farm Near Dikanka,”
Literature and Lifé. https://dugward.ru/library/gogol/pushkin_dve_re cenzii.html.]

TR ) BIMETEE: GREBERE/NRABEREEN R BN ) |, B
WERE, R (IMITERE) (F—%), b RESRSGREGE, 19684, ¥199
H, [V.G. Belinsky, “On the Russian Novella and the Novellas of Mr. Gogol,” trans. MAN
Tao, in Bielinsiji xuan ji (Selected Works of Belinsky), vol. 1 (Shanghai: Shanghai Translation
Publishing House, 1968), 199.]
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FHFHr % (Dmitry Merezhkovsky ) . ZE# 7 (Vasily Rozanov ) TEEAE
HOREEE RN, 28 T2 RN EREENE. & - SRS (V.
Gippius ) . R RHTEE (V. Zenkovsky ) . EFHFLR (1 D. Ermakov )
WA R AR T EMP R R SEESERANE OB E R
B, ¢ {820 - BIE (Andrei Bely) BRI, 4% (FiHAOEM) B (IE
AME ) BRW AR, CREERNIT) —FELREE ST E B ELRE
R, el “RXEMERRAN (BEEHAE) ¥ (TamEmR)
BACERT, MMERER S INREE B REEZL” , M %19
HEMHRE AL —ERELHBREREE” ZRENHER,
VB EE RN LR, BAREENRE T T RS, BE %
B (FTAROE M) Bl MEER S, YR ARERER R, §

VLR BUAKHTEE . (CRAER IR (TS ) M5 AR ) | BIbk
Wik, WNERE, B IR S) (B=3%) . LB REESGHEGE, 19804,
%E500H, [V. G. Belinsky, “Explanation of the Explanation Arising from Gogol’s Narrative
Poem ‘Dead Souls’,” trans. MAN Tao, in Bielinsiji xuan ji (Selected Works of Belinsky), vol. 3
(Shanghai: Shanghai Translation Publishing House, 1980), 500.]

@XEB. T unnuyc, B. 3ewbkoBekuil, B. [nnnye, 1orous, B. Jerskosckui, H. B.
{orous, Tpenuci. u coct. JI. Amtena (CIIB.: M3narensctBo Logos, 1994) [V. Hippius, V.
Zenkovsky, V. Hippius, Gogol, V. Zenkovsky, N. V. Gogol, pre & ed. L. Allen (St. Petersburg:
Logos Press, 1994)] F1W. 1. EpmaxoB, Ouepiu r1o anarnsy reopzectsa H. B. [oroms (Mocksa
- Ierporpan: T'ocynapcreentoe usnarensctBo, 1923). [I. D. Ermakov, Zssays on the Analysis
of the Works of N. V. Gogol (Moscow-Petrograd: State Publishing House, 1923).]

% A. Benblit, Macreperso [orozg (Mocksa-Jlenurpan: ['ocynapcTBeHHOE U31aTeIbCTBO
XYJOXKECTBEHHON JIUTepaTypsl, 1934), 47. [A. Bely, 7he Art of Gogol (Moscow-Leningrad:
State Publishing House of Fiction, 1934), 47.]

PR 10, M. Jlot™an, B wmxoze mosrugeckoro ciaopa. llyimkun. JIepMOoHTOB.
loroas: Ku. qug yunrers ( Mocksa: Ipocsemenue, 1988). [Yu. M. Lotman, A¢ the
School of Poetic Speech.: Pushkin. Lermontov. Gogol. A Book for Teachers. (Moscow:
Prosveshcheniye, 1988).]
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B, HEREARTIZ IS (1 A Vinogradov ) A TEF K H EL BE A A/ FEFZ
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SN FF RS (M. Vaskopf) MIFE T {55 8 BRI “HFaX
B, B (MR SIFhAL R ) (The Tale of Boris and Gleb) HHIHi#E
CEES 4 T [ Dfap:
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EREEL, EEMPEERERGEE, UERKESR, MlEE Db ERT]
FERHCBIEE . MAE (RIRIEN) W, BRI B e B E AL
BEEED LES TERERBEM. FROZ OB NERE “Z
PB—iifh” E—RRERMUYANEEES, Bl HE RN E RN
i, ROCER AR T — A B A AR Y, R EE . EBLEUE AT AR
PR R R, TR B, SRR A TE AR AT 1 5 R R dntt
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CE, RBEEOOEERGRERES . REREIEEFEREN
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@ 10. Bapabam, “Crnankuii yxac MuieHbst, Wi 3710 BO uMs go6pa? (MecTh Kak
penurnosHo-sTudeckas npobnema y lorons u lllesuenko) ,” Bompocsr rnreparypsi,
no. 3 (2001), http://magazines.russ.ru/voplit/2001/3/barabash. html. [Yu. Barabash,
“The Sweet Horror of Vengeance, or Evil in the Name of Good? (Revenge as a Religious
and Ethical Problem in Gogol and Shevchenko),” Questions of Literature, no. 3 (2001).
http://magazines.russ.ru/voplit/ 2001/3/barabash. html]

2 A. Beunstit, Macrepcrso [oronsg, 69.

@ Ibid., 71.

0. J1. KpacHobGaeBa, “BHeTeKCTOBBIC aCHEKTHI U 3JIEMEHTHl BHYTPHTEKCTOBOM
CTPYKTYphl XpPOHOTONA PAaHHHUX I'OTOJNEBCKUX IOBecTell,” Bicank Famopizsxoro
HAIOHATBHOTO YHIBEPCHTETY. Philological Sciences, no. 2 (2011): 62. [O. D. Krasnobayeva,
“Extratextual Aspects and Elements of the Intratextual Structure of the Chronotope in Gogol's
Early Stories,” Visuyk Zaporizkoho Natsionalnoho Universytetu. Filolohichni Nauky, no. 2

(2011): 62.]
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FREEE - ERE)NSIERCEE, 5. “EEEREBREN
W, RIEEE KR, FREEBENOLN" V. EREMNERRHE
N, SFREEEE NG, SIRER “ERT TR R,
M5ERCHEE— 5 R RIIBM, IR T — MR RV E I 22 B (E 5
SRR

HIE—2R, @E S — oG TEHEE, B5E 8o A 22 HE
MEBEBAIZ D NSERA TRANXGEE: RIEVGFHERBLN
—H SR, HHE LR Ty TR R R R RS R T — IR
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BEN, BERRER—NVAETREZKEN, KANERE 5 H
AL FRAT R B ARET . EH, RSB RIS R E BR
N B = BapgE 5, NRBHERTERTE. KM IIE@A,
R, HEEBR AR S EARBK, — R R HE

#H R

VIRIRIGR, CREBESE) (B4, (WIKER, A30E: MAAHHRE,
20024, 282158, [Nikolai Gogol, Guogeli guan ji, vol. 1, trans. HE Maozheng (Shijiazhuang:
Hebei Education Press, 2002), 215.]
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0. /1. KpacHoOaeBa, “BHeTEKCTOBbIE aCHEKThl U AJIEMEHTBl BHYTPUTEKCTOBOM
CTPYKTYpBbI XPOHOTOIIA PAHHHX T'OTOJIEBCKUX MOBECTEH,” 6.

2 H.B. Torons, /7orroe cobpatire cognrermii i macem: B 177 7. 1., 563.

M. 5L Baiickond, Croxer /oros: Mopgororms. Hreorormns. Korrexer (Mocksa: Poc.
roc. rymMaHutT. yH-1, 2002), 76. [M. Ya. Vayskopf, Gogo/’s Plot: Morphology. Ideology. Context.
(Moscow: Russian State University for the Humanities, 2002), 76.]

TA. M. Panunn, “TIpocTpancTBeHHas cTpykrypa nosectd H. B. Torons ‘Crpaminas
MeCTh’ U JIPEBHEPYCCKask CIIOBECHOCTS,” Becrrrnk Mockoscroro yrmpeperrera, no. 2 (2009):
17. [A. M. Ranchin, “Spatial Structure in N. V. Gogol’s Short Story Terrible Vengeance and Old
Russian Literature,” Vestnik Moskovskogo universiteta, no. 2 (2009): 17.]
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U 2eH. A Benpii, Macrepcrso Torous, Y0. M. Jlot™mau, B mkore mo3ra9eckoro
cirosa. [ymrnd. Jlepmorros. [oroms: Ka. g yanrers;, M. S1. Baiickond, Croxer /orois:
Mopgooras. Hreonorna. Korrexer;, A. 3. Epemees, “Poib Oubdneiickoro muda B CTaHOBICHUI
HpaBCTBEHHO-(unocodekux uckaumii pannero H. B. Torons (‘Crpammnas mects’),” Hayxa
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2 AD. Epemees, “Poib Oubneiickoro Muda B CTAHOBICHUH HPABCTBEHHO-(PUIOCOPCKHX
uckanuit pansero H. B. Toromns (‘Crpamnas Mects’)” Hayka o weroBexe: IyManHTapHEIE
mecregopannd, n0. 2 (2023): 9. [A. E. Eremeev, “The Role of the Biblical Myth in the Formation
of the Moral and Philosophical Quest of the Early N. V. Gogol (‘Terrible Vengeance’),” 7Ze
Science of Man.: Humanitarian Research, no. 2 (2023): 9.]
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260.]
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Ta, 2007), 45. [Yu. V. Mann, 7ke Work of Gogol: Meaning and Form (St. Petersburg: St.
Petersburg University Press, 2007), 45.]
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