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This paper reviews the development of the concept of God
since the Renaissance and the Protestant Reformation in the
West. It has often been said that the Modern Age is the Age of
Reason while the Middle Ages is the Age of Faith, and that the
subsequent progress of the Modern Age versus the Middle Ages
is realized as faith is replaced by reason. God is in eclipse while
reason is at the helm. However, reason and faith are not neces-
sarily contradictory. .

Reason can be differentiated into teleological reason and in-
strumental reason, communicative reason and objectifying rea-
son. vTeleological reason and communicative reason have encour-
aged man’s pursuit of the purpose of history, and the meaning
and value of life, all of which lead to an understanding of God.
However , an alienation of reason has occurred in recent time: ob-
jectifying reason has suppressed communicative reason while in-
strumental reason has negated teleological reason. It is this alien-
ated reason that contradicts faith. Therefore, to resurrect the e-
clipsed God , modern theologians had to devote themselves to the

promotion of theological reason and communicative reason. From
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the Judaic theologian Martin Buber (1878 —1965) to Protestant
theologiané Karl Barth (1886 —1968), Emil Brunner (1889 —
1966), and Paul Tillich (1886 —1965), to the Catholic Pope,
John Paul II, they all championed the need for intersubjective and
intercultural dialogue. It is their hope that through apprehending
the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, modern man could

hearken to the call of God and follow His will.
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