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This paper introduces the great Christian mystic, Jan van
Ruusbroec who lived in the medieval Flemish world, into Chi-
nese world for the first time. After a brief account of the charac-
ters of mysticism in general and of love mysticism in Christiani-
ty, the paper provides a short biography of Ruusbroec. The sec-
ond part deals with the central term in Ruusbroec’s masterpiece
Spiritual Espousals; men’s “meeting” with God. First,
Ruusbroec’s view of the existential structure of human beings is
explained . It gives a natural foundation for the meeting between
men and God. The following is an analysis of the distinguished

way of this mysticism: meeting God in love. It examines the rea-
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sons for appealing to “love” in Christian mystic experiences, the
features of the love (similar to the emotional , romantic or knight-
ly love between two genders, but spiritualized , intensified and ul-

” as the matrix of

timately elevated), and “the logos of the love ’
constituting meaning and playing the “love-game” (Hadewijch:
poem 40). Finally, there is a discussion of the unique position of
Ruusbroec in the Christian mystic tradition, i. e. a clear sense of
balance in his thought. However, this paper emphasizes that the
balance does not come from external requirements but from the
mystic love itself.

The “ending words” talk about the significance of studying
Christian love mysticism for our understanding of Christian

western, modern and contemporary philosophy, and the relation

between western and eastern religions as well as thoughts.
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