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When the Nestorian missionaries came to Changan in the Tang
Dynasty, they enlisted the help of Buddhists and Taoists in their
work of translation. As a result, many Buddhist and Taoist terms
were incorporated into their tablets and the scriptures. In the wake
of Franciscan diplomatic and missionary activity in the Mongol Em-
pire of the Yuan Dynasty, parts of the Bible were also translated in-
to the native language. However, Catholic converts were so few in
number that all traces of the Roman Catholic Church soon disap-
peared from the historical stage of China.

In the late Ming and early Ching Dynasties, Matteo Ricci and
other Jesuit missionaries became pioneers in the cultural exchange
and dialogue between Chrisitanity and Chinese culture. Unfortu-
nately, advances in the Catholic éause suffered great setbacks as a
result of the Rites Controversy of the late Ming Dynasty.

In the early modern era, the Roman Catholic mission carne un-
der the protection of unequal treaties forced upon China by the colo-
nial powers. With the Roman Catholic mission donning an imperial-
istic garb, the cry for indigenization arose from within the Chinese

Catholic Church. Among her proponents were outstanding men like
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Ma Xiangbo, Ying Lianzhi, Frederic Vicent Lebbe, and Celso
Costantini. Their labors have achieved a long lasting impact which

is visible even to this very day.
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