18 EBEOULZETRIEE 248 - 1999

WE A R

WA EEALRERXF
Xie Wenyu Claremont Graduate School

[FEXRE]

Modern Chinese culture is marked by the fundamental move-
ment of de-idolization which can be traced in two historically influ-
ential events of this century: first, the May Fourth Movement that
called for the demolition of the Confucian stronghold, and secondly,
the great discussion at the end of the 1970s that established the dic-
tum ; “the test of truth lies in its practice”. Both events idealized ra-
tionalism, the effects of which are prevalent among the Chinese to-
day. As they traced the power behind the movement of de-idoliza-
tion, scholars are confronted with the power of critical thinking and
human reason. This paper attempts to bring out another driving
force that is important in the making of modern Chinese culture-
that of religiosity and spirituality.

The first part of the paper-deals with the limitations of i:‘eason.
It argues that rational thinking must be based on é principle or epi-
stomological assumption from which one begins to analyze and cri-
tique. However, although rational thinking is analytical and criti-
cal, the basic principle it works from must go beyond the object of
analysis and critique. ‘In fact, even when one objectifies his episte-
mological assumpfion in the course of reflection, he must necessarily

begin with a certain assumption.
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The second part of the article deals with spirituality. Spirituali-
ty is defined as'a realm beyond the object of human reason. Indeed,
when one’s assumption lies outside of rational critique, it falls into
the realm of spirituality. -Spirituality is oriented to the absolute. Re-
liance on an epistemological assertion or assumption destroys the ab-
soluteness of spirituality , and consequently proves damaging to spir-
ituality itself. Any assertion or assumption exists in a context which
in itself cannot be absolute. Upon a lengthy discussion of
Kierkegaard’ s analysis of Christian faith and Rorth’ s postmo-
dernism, the article proceeds to argue that redemption in the Chris-
tian faith establishes man’s role as a recipient. As a recipient, he

does not rely on any assertion but opens himself to the promise of
God.
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