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This paper introduces the discovery of the Qumran Community
and The Dead Sea Scrolls; the life and order of the Qumran Com-
;hunity; the Qumran Community and the Essenic sect; the Qumran
Community and Jewish history; and finally, the faith and practice
of the Qumran Community.

Part 1 of the paper concentrates on the archaeological signifi-
cance and connection between The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Qum-
ran Community. )

Part 2 describes the organized life of the Qumran Community,
and how it is reflected in The Dead Sea Scrolls. Of interest here is
the governahce structure of the religious community, its covenant
and council. In examining the governance structure, scholars dis-
covered the frequent recurrence of the Hebrew term “Maskil”. The
actual meaning of “Maskil” has been hotly debated. It is customary
to accept a broad, nebuloué definition of the term. This paper pro-
poses that “Maskil” is directly related to the Levites. It may be un-
derstood to refer to “instructor of the Law”. With reference to the
Qumran covenant and council, it is noteworthy that candidates

awaiting admission to the community must first be initiated into the
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New Covenant; he must also be of Jewish birth. This background
is helpful in understanding the concept of “covenant” which pre-
* vailed from the second century BC to 68 BC.

Parts 3 and 4 of the paper compares and contrasts the charac-
teristics of the Qumran Community and the Essenic sect. Basically,
the paper concludes that the Qumran Community is the centre of
activity for the Essenic sect. Such research also brings to the fore
the whole issue of the connection between the characteristics of the
religious community and the historical writings of the Jews.

Part 5 of the paper considers the faith and practice of the reli-
gious community. This is an extension of the discussion in Part 2.
Archaeological findings are harnessed as proof of the life and ideolo-

gies of the religious community.
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