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This paper discusses the rich meaning of “peace” as a theologi-
cal concept in the Old Testament, and how it could contribute posi-
tively to contemporary society currently plagued by the depletion of
natural resources, the pollution of our environment, the devastation
of war, and the tyranny of violence and terror.

First of all, the Old Testament idea of peace (“shalom”) in-
cludes notions such as health, security, harmony, and so on, point-
ing to a dynamic process wherein the life of an individual gradualiy
approximates goodness and fulfillment. In the daily life of the Is-
raelites, “being in peace” refers to the enjoyment of good health,
rich harvests, and a robust faith. Secondly, peace is also a relational
term. The Israelites believe that all peace among men reflects peace
between God and man; only when there is harmony in the relation-
ship between God and man can there be real peace. While the con-
cept of peace in the Old Testament focuses on its outworkings in the
physical realm, the New Testament concept of peace focuses on the

spiritual realm, finding meaning and fulfillment in eternity.
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" The Old and New Testament notions of peace reflect progres-
sive enrichment and sublimation, marked by an inherent integrity
and unity. It goes beyond the common notions of peace as in the
balance of power between nations, races and classes. By emphasiz-
ing the ideal relationship between God and man, and subsequently
between man and man, and even within the spirit of man himself ,
this concept of biblical peace has much to offer us today. It can cre-
ate for us a positive value-centered tropism, and can enhance our ef-

forts to establish global order in the areas of politics and ethics.
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