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228—229. Consider the difference between iron and iron: between cold and hot iron, such
is th difference between souls, between the tepid soul and that kindled by divine fire. When
the iron is first cast into the fire it certainly appears to be as dark as it is cold. But after
having been a time in the flame of the fire it grows warm and gradually changes it dark
colour. Visibly it begins to glow, and little by little draws the likeness of fire into itself until
at last it liquefies entirely and cease altogether to be itself, changing into another kind of
thing. So also, the soul absorbed in the consuming fire in the furnace of the divine love,
surrounded by the glowing body of eternal desires, first kindles then grows ret hot, at last
liquefies completely and is altogether changed froxi; its first state... Hear, now the soul
enkindled and melted by the fire of the divine woed! "My soul melted when my beloved
spake. ’ As soon as she is admitted to that inner secret of the divine mystery, through the
greatness of her wonder and the abundance of joy, she is wholly dissolved in herself or rather
into Him who speaks, when she begins to hear words that it is not lawful for man to utter
and to understand the strange and hidden things of God. In this state she who cleaves to the
Lord is one spirit with him. In this state, as we have said, the soul is altogether melted into
him whom she loves and is herself fainting away.
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multitudes of spirits called Cherubim. If we understand them in terms of their title, it seems
to me that they posses nothing received from or by means of the others; for they are free to
drink their fill from the very fountainhead, under the benign patronage of the Lord Jesus
himself, who leads them on to the very fullness of truth and eagerly unfolds before their gaze
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hoarded in the depths of his being. Neither do the
spirits we call Seraphim depend on them for anything, for God, who is love, has so drawn
and assimilated them to himself, so filled them with the ardor of affection that bums in
himself, that they seem to be one spirit with God, just as fire that flames into the air
imparts its own heat and color to it and the enkindled air becomes part of the very fire. The
Cherubim’s bent is to contemplate God’s infinite knowledge, the Seraphim adhere to the love
that never ends. Hence they derive their names from that occupation in which each is pre-
eminant: the name Cherub denotes one filled with knowledge, the name Seraph one
inflamed with or inciting to love.
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