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[EXRE]

Traditionally, the secularization of capitalistic society has been
seen in terms of the regression of religion, an antithesis to the
Christian worldview. However, the article challenges this viewpoint
upon examining the critique of capitalism in the classic theories of
Marx Web and the Frankfurt School, etc. The author presents a
theological critique of modern capitalism as characterized by
consumerism. '

He refutes the dualistic model of religion and secularism by
analyzing the dialectics of the spirit of capitalism, and particularly,
consumer society itself, arguihg that capitalism did not result from
the decay of religion. Rather, capitalism is seen as a newly evolved
religion, fast replacing Christianity in the life and society of the
West. Commercial life has developed characteristics ‘similar to

religious life. The behavior and process of consumption have



religious overtones and display a fetishness infused with religious
symbolism. Pointing to idolized forms in consumer society, the
author argues that the consumer society has grown out of the
secularization of Christianity itself. Therefore, Christian theology
should seriously explore the complex relationship between religion

and capitalism instead of simply rejecting capitalism outright.
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