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Given the historical and social changes taking place in China
today, many scholars are interested in studying the Catholic
Church of China. They employ both speculative and empirical
methods of research. While historical research is beneficial to the
" church, empirical research can provide data and analyses of cur-
rent situations and challenges of Catholic communities across Chi-
na, thus enabling the church to manage growth and develop plans
for the future. This paper discusses a research project that tries to
serve this purpose. Data have been drawn from different surveys
and reports. .

The research project was limited by the small number of
Catholics in China relative to the Catholic Church at large. Also
the latest primary data came from a historical survey completed in

2001, But plans for further study are underway.



Restricted by funding as well as governmental or institutional
constraints, the surveys and questionnaires were collected from a
limited number of Catholic dioceses, seminaries, and congrega-
tions. The result was a general survey that provided specific in-
formation where appropriate or possible. There is need for more
sociological research on Christianity in China, the methodology of
which we hope will continue to mature as the opportunity and fea-
sibility for study expand, especially to major campuses through-

out the country.
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