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Mark C. Taylor is a very active philosopher of religion in A-
merica, his early studies on ‘Kierkeg‘aard and, especially, on de-
construction and theology won him fame as one of representatives
of the so-called postmodern theology. Thomas J. Altizer, in his
 Foreword to Deconstructing Theology by Taylor, called Taylor
“the first American post-ecclesiastical systematic or philosophic
theologian”. Afterwafds, Taylor, with an extensive study on va-
rious cultural phenomena, has developed a philosophy of culture,
or a theology of culture of his own.

Based upon Tillich’s two types of the philosophy of religion,
a framework of three types of theology of culture is built up by
Taylor in his new book Con fidence Games : Money and Markets
in a World without Redemption (2004). Corresponding to the
three types of theology of culture, there are three types of curren-
cy and three types of art. According to Taylor, in this isomor-

phism of the religious, monetary, and artistic systems, the fractal



structure of networks éan be seen and analyzed. Actually, all
works by Taylor in past two decades are, more or less, demon-
strations of the above theory.

In this paper, a very general idea of Taylor’s theology of cul-
ture will be introduced with three aspects as focuses: the religious
and aesthetic contents in the concepts of money and market, the
transcendent character and religious implication of the modern
art, and the virtual and spectral symptom of the postmodern cul-

ture.
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@® Thomas Altizer, Foreword to Mark Taylors’ Deconstructing Theology, New
York: The Crossroad Publishing Company, 1982, p.xii.
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