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Hypothesizing about Western Inﬂue_nce on Chinese Painting:
A Book Review of The Making of Illusions
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This review aims to (1) introduce the content and the main
arguments of the book; (2) providé more information about the
artistic background of Nian Xiyao, the author of the first Chinese
 treatise of Western perspective; (3) evaluate the hypothesis of
Prof. Corsi about Western influence on Chinese traditional paint-
ing, arguing that it is an interesting hypothesis worthy of serious

attention from Chinese scholars.
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