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Christian “Non-self” vs. Buddhist “Non-self”
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In terms of the Christian theory and practice, as a sinner,
man is something to be overcome, and he must learn to give up
himself to serve the God. It impresses upon us that man’s free-
will, even his oneself seems to be negated, and a theory of non-
self (anatman) also seems"to be told in Christianity. Then we
want to know if there is fea'lly a Christian theory of nonself, I
there is not, then how can we understand the relation between the
theory of self (@tman) and the theory of nonself in Christianity.
In Chinese context, What’é thé difference between the Buddhist
theory of nonself and the Christian theory of nonself?

~ From the point of view of the Ontology, there is differentia-
tion of the God and difference between God and man in Christiani-
ty, together with the/ theory of free-will and the emphasis on the
spiritual renewal in religious practice, therefore we come to the
conclusion that Christianity is essentially a theory of self, to

which the theory of nonself is subordinate in the whole Christian
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theoretical system. While the Buddhism is a theory of nonself
completely, there is not a substantial self which is an immortal
and independent subject in Buddhism. Because of delusion, it is
understood as the reality by people mistaker_ﬂy, Christians under-
stand the meaning of “nonself” much more by means of life re-
newal, that is to say, through the personal union with Christ,
man’s will is replaced by the God’s will mystically, and a new self -
comes out; Buddhists regards the “nonself” as the essence of de-
liverance, in the light of the wisdom (prajna), all kinds of things
are the same and keep tran(juit for ever, there is no difference be-
tween the subject and the object.

It is the difference of the understandings on the transcenden-
tal self that produces the two major religion’s characters, they
treat many important questions such as Truth\ Life and Freedom
by their own ways. Contra on Buddhism, there is much more ele-

ments of reason and spirituality embodied in the Christianity.
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