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Concern for the Poverty of the Future
Generation-Sustainability and the Educational

Implications of Dooyeweerd’ s Theory of Totality
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(Abstract ] Dooyeweerd’ s modal theory of totality has its root in the
Calvinistic tradition. His theory of knowledge and for knowing itself is
worthy of our attention especially when the issue of sustainability is high
on its way. The notion of sustainability first appeared some 30 years ago, in
the discussion of environmental threats on United Nations’ agenda. It
became more and more concerned by the world. Modal theory presents the
world as a coherent whole with fifteen modal aspects inter-referential. to
each other, specifying the manifestation of creation in time. It opens up
the possibility of a dialogue between Christian philosophy and the
contemporary language of development. It draws to a deeper level behind
the operation and technical endeavour of care for the future of the earth,
and hence the human race. To achieve whole-ness by measuring the
world’ s present situation using the Shalom Hypothesis is but one way of

applying Dooyeweerd’ s theory. One should have a philosophy. of totality



when one is concerned about a long term education for sustainability.
Dooyeweerd’ s understandiﬁg of the world and of knowledge serves to lay
substances for an education philosophy that is essential for educating
sustainability . Think educationally about sustainability through the eyes of
Dooyeweerd shall reclaim many lost land in the modern education trends.

It sheds light on knowing, wisdom and the teacher himself/ heréelf.
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