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[Abstract]This essay explore not only how the Church Fathers of early
Christianity perceived poverty, it also tries to show how early Christians
responded to poverty. The Churéh Fathers did not see poverty as a curse.
Poverty can be a blessing in disgﬁise . However, ’the reality of poverty was
regarded as evidence of the presence of injustice, and it had to be
redressed . The Church Fathers did not just talk about poverty, they saw it
the responsibilﬁy of Christians to share what they had with the poor. As
an act of obedience to Jesus’ teaching, :many Church Fathers actually sold
all they had and gave it to the poor, some even fasted to save some
resources for the hungry. Poverty was not an issue for reﬂectiph, it was a

test of obedience.
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(Gloucester, 1972), p.162.

® # Gibbon, Decline and Fall 770; Neander, Christian Religion and Church , 1L, p.60.



R AR MBI K AR ST 9T NS BT o AT SR
B AT A TR A B, B R AT S B TR B, B
AT R TR P B T, I 0 1] 5 B i b
2 LLERAGEAE RO EX FERBELFRARY, BITHR
75 1R R L A T 2 A A B R, Rad R, M2 %
SRR B2 TR — B B W TR 2 R BB 26 2 2 B A o AT LADT
) 7 B2 2548 ( Chrysostom) EJHC T K 48 35 ) B , 4017 340 B 4T B 15
i AT B A M W 3 24 B, 3 0 R A TR OB T 437
B ARBK . AU : R RS O I M B 2T 7 Iak
KA 5 NS IR, SRR R XA T B4, Rk AR N
BRI, KR IIA A 7 S —F, R4 —
M, e AR A T BOUK B R, IR ARG S BE . AL RE 2R
B TR A T, R E T, LRI AR
PR ETEL L, SR —BRBUK o U S8 0 SRR 5 I, FR B
IRHOAN A S A R 7 oo %y T TRATT T LA e 3K 102 8, R
I X AR Z A @
| 5% 7 i ot 4 B AR 7O 9 L R — MR B
B R TR, EWAE RGN S BESS FEEWA,
FHERE S R4S E A RAE: EARRT RITARE; B
T RINARE RIEZ, RITBRE RFSBE, HRITARS;
BT RNEBR: REW B ARIEER. - REEHRR
17 3% ST AR AT R MR AE TR X 36 S b — A /N & B R E R &

O WHBLHAKFENRUELETRREL ETHRHMEEEHFEY,
I A TR T CAE W S

@  Chrysostom, Maithew, Homily XLV ( The Nicene and Post-Nicone Fathers , edited by
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