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[ Abstract] The Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions played a
very important role in American missionary history. New theological
concepts and convictions spurred a large-scale deployment of well-
educated university students and professionals abroad for the missionary
cause. China was a new field, and the high quality of missionaries was a
new phenomenon. It transformed the missionary enterprise and provided
personnel resources for the professionalization .of American Sinology that

had previously relied on the contribution of missionaries and diplomats.
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