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~ Religious Behavior Above Reason:

C. S. Lewis’s Perspective on Prayer
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(Abstract]) The discussion on the relationship between reason and faith is
a perennial one in the history of philosophy . John Locke divided religious
beliefs into three categories: beliefs according to reason , beliefs contrary
to reason and beliefs above reason . Locke’ s distinction provided a new
arena for the longstanding discussion. C. S. Lewis was one of the most
1nﬂuent1a1 Chnstlan wnters and apologlsts in the 20" century. Following
the tradition of BI’ltlSh emp1r1c1sm , he endeavored to prove in his
_t_heologlcal ‘work.s that the Chrlstlan falth is according to reason.
Nevertheless; 'asd ‘a theologian 1ns1st1ng ‘on  the existence of the
supernatural he freely adnutted that Chnstlan falth is above reason
especially When it comes to challengmg issues such as evil and pain,
prayer and miracles. |

Prayer is an essential ‘practice of Christians. It is also one of the

motifs of Lewis’s theology, and played a critical role both in his apostasy
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and conversion. Based on the Bible and mainstream Christian ‘thcologies,
| Lewis’ s perspéctive on prayer is chiefly concerned with those aspects,
which are above reason . His writings on prayer cover quite a wide range,
including (1) the nature of prayer: prayer is a human behavior with the
participation of the Trinitarian God; through prayer, man opens himself to
God and rises above the category of creatures while God gives and reveals
Himself to man; (2) the efficacy of prayer: prayer contributes to the
- course of events in the cosmos, but its effectiveness cannot be proven by
experience or experiment; (3) the granting and refusal of prayer: man
offers prayer in the continuum of time while God hears and grants them in
eternity; it is still a mystery why some prayers are not granted.

Lewis’ s unique perspective on prayer, especially his interpretation of
its institution and function from the view of God’s creation, sheds a new
light on this religious behavior. His emphasis on the true “I” coming to
 God, and his disapproval of superstitious and monetary motives in praying

- provide some guidance to Christians in practicing their faith .
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