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Paradigm Shift in the Study of the Hebrew Bible
—On Y.Y.Chen’s The Hebrew Bible , an

Introduction Based on the Textual and

Archaeological Data (till 586 B.C.E.)
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Zhu Shuai, Peking University

(Abstract)Dr. Y.Y.Chen’s The Hebrew Bible, an Introduction Based
on the Textual and Archaeological Data (till 586 B.C.E.) launches a
new historical approach to the study of the Hebrew Bible by applying thel
“dual-evidencé” method to primary sources, namely, incorporating both
the Hebrew language and the archaeological data from the Near East.
Compared to the many existing “ Introductions to Old Testament”,
Professor Chen’ s work a_mounts to creating a paradigm shift. His work
distinguishes itself by its wealth of illustrations and skillful organization of
materials using the dual-evidence method, which integrates text, material

culture and the historical perspective to bring to life the world of the
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Bible. While no book is perfect, this one should be applauded as a
superior 'attempt by a Chinese scholar, who is new to the arena of religious

studies .
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