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Dante’s Commedia and the Christian Tradition
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Abstract: Dante’ s Commedia Divina is held to be a masterpiéce of
medieval literature. It was inspired by Christian thought as well as by
‘non- Christian traditions. One of these literary sources is the description of
the underworld in Vergilius® Aeneis which again follows the inspiration of
Homer. The Biblical traditions and medieval scholasticism were other -
important constitutive elementé in this process. The present analysis tries
to point out the different elements within European literature which heiped
to create Dante’s view of a universe divided into so many la&ers and into
so many different modes of existence .
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