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The Idea of a Christian Society in a Poet’s Eyes:
A Study of T. S. Eliot’s Social Criticism

L W
Jiang Yujiao

Abstract: InT. S. Eliot’s idea of Christian society, the society is made
up of communities, among which “the Christian community ranks highest
by social and intellectual standards” Christian principles can unify all
communities and bring about consensus. Christian organizations, the
Christian community as a whole, and finally the Christian state are the
concentric components which give order to Christian society, influencing
modern society with their principles, values, regulations, and demand for
equality, which will bring about thé conformity of thought and behaviour,
and forge a natural unity and harmony between religion and society in the
Universal Church. Eliot’s first social ideal of “re-establishing the Roman
Empire modeled by Dante” was destroyed by World War I, as reflected
and rédeemed in The Waste Land. Then for a second time, when his ideal

of the Christian society was shattered by World War I1, Eliot presented in
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The Four Quartets the image of “the Garden of rEden” to express his faith
~ that as long as the idea lives on, there will always be hope for salvation.
Keywords: Christian community, Christian principles, the Universal
Church, the Garden of Eden |
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® Thomas Stearns Eliot, The Idea of a Christian Society (London: Faber & Faber, 1939), 29.
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® F. H. Bradley, Principles of Logic (Oxford: Oxford University Press [2d ed. rev., 2vols],
1922), 434-435.

EEHIAH) (55 2218 2000 R0




SN E. BBES SRR

LB EAENEME, EiEE, 80 w(individual)%ﬁi%’%ﬁ%
£33 (membership), TIAREA A, FER “IMkELSSBOKE
Hi”, SREGERANARER, W, AABELHAH
SRMARZIR, HLEBAN, TMREMEBE, CEHE
LHI BB CRRME k& RETRMEY T EE “HE
BETT”, B LR NN, SR N R <%
BHEN”, OFF WS —3crh, MR R B I py Bk AT
BUESY : (1) D ABIEA HBHEIEEE E MR (2) BRA
— A BRI EEAME, EAW ARIOEH; (3) MRS
MR T PR ST N A RN (4) B RIERS
&ﬁﬁa&ﬁﬁA¢%xiL%iﬂ§&mﬁmwwo6)”ﬁ&
IR AT BLBERRD AW ERG, WEAR”,
el B RIS EREBEXE", ©
%%ji%%@ﬁTrﬁﬁ%%ﬁAﬁEM§%ﬁmmﬁ%ﬁ
SO 2, HRR T B AURTR , N B AR B T R
E@ﬂﬁﬁ\m%ﬁﬁanwIXﬁE”%ﬁéﬁﬁ,%ﬁﬁﬁ,
SRR EES R T AMIGME . BRIOER, EER%E T A
RBMFR, 2L, TR SHITERI B HIETFRA L AR
S ATV . 40T, B, TR TR AR AL
B, SR AMTREEE Fos8. B ofkr, A, JTmESE 2K
W, RPHLSMWBANELTE LA, BN SOk
e, BT IR BRSBTS X R R R

® g H. Bradley, Essays on Truth and Reality, 162-187; Thomas Stearns Eliot, The Idea of a
Christian Society, 34-40.
® Thomas Stearns Eliot, The Idea of a Christian Society, 57-60.

Thomas Stearns Eliot, “A Commentary,” Criterion Il 46, no.5 (1932): 470-471.

® Thomas Stearns Eliot, For Lancelot Andrewes, 81.




B, HESERRK” C, Wb, “BomittmEs” B “—HMEa
RIS RIEBA WER", X “GRP.07 “FB ST
B WHNSRE, “HEETAENEEEEAMEE—, &
FEMET, £FEULBREITT, LRI 5 R4 NTT” 8
SRERGAE R, “H5 FHHERESEE 3, LK
XA AP B A R T B T R SR B A, T
SISRHEM, 233 T — BB K KB MBI .

=, EBEIHSE

WA (EBEMAEA) b, BETHEITLREHN
“H B F Y (Liberalism)” #l “%J:E(Democracy)” %’Jfgﬁﬂ‘]%ﬁ"ﬁu FOH
 SPHAHREER: (1) BOA E b X ERAN AR SRR
R, HZER HBRT AR EMAEERESBEIRT; (2)
B ERE CRREP AR, ERSAMEHRE, SRBRT
AATHEERIURAE"; (3) 2% A d 3 S AR T B I
H7E TR AR B B, M ABFR R, 2 5R 8
i T BT (cleverness ), WA BRI B AR & (wisdom),
ST REPTAREE"; (4) BB EXERITEP A
B, B NERLEIAE S HART B AR, SRERNT
HE, H “¥85(instruction)” B “BFE (education)”, FHFT—
B BERIGEEE, SN, SLE B EXEREMER, EPIA
M2, SRBATZEEMER, MIBAT—ANEBOFEXR.,
WA ISR AL &0 SORERRS “R M RSP RIRE ROt

® Thomas Stearns Eliot, For Lancelot Andrewes, 55.
® Thomas Stearns Eliot, The Idea of a Christian Society, 22.

EBIOUCFT (5522182009 R0



ENME. EEESXEHRR

BF, il “BE M “BREL BEARTSIFH “RiE”,
R “HIEX BWikEES, “RE” KRR “SEEE, BB
LR S PR ZRIME R ER “TRHARFRBLRITX
A HLSHTATRE, UERITXE BHFREER ®ANT 5
XA ST 2 5 H A S FTERRRIXT I, 28R SRR B IR AR
ERATE B R .~ O3B R R AHRAY 3 X (Totalitarianism) i £ 7 .
WA “ERBA GLEER) BiF, RERS B
&7, JEWHR LS Y4B SEAT OB P T S, BOX R L
A U, Hﬁ&ﬁﬁ%i%$£X@%%%ﬁ% ‘BE” A
“BREL” HER,

X AN T Rl AR A A TF 5 B AR TS ARG L Hb Vb4l
FIFEEABIR, SHASEGRT. BT AVE FIZ R ARER A 3t
FENZ Fatames, mTFERTRBST T, EESBAMR
I HAVENES , TRITKSHRY RS IR —F 2 TE
RE KB B ERNITES . CTERER, W ERNHRASE
BEET IHNEE, HERRERTRANEREK, Hit, AK(L
AVHHT MHURAL . R ALAER T AL A1y R R R
iy, “RABTHASANBER TR E S REBEHENMARE, +
BB 7E TR 32 20 0 AR RIS M B AR 0 R 3RS R R R R
B, OEHELE, AR IR SERER AR AILERI A,
GERE FEARIFIER T — AR A B, XS B IE AR
T SRR —FHER A - AR B A B A R T, 2%
£ T Tt £ 5 R M B ISR — IR ” HiL, SR

® Ibid., 60-61.
® Ibid., 16-18.
® Thomas Stearns Eliot, Selected Essays by T. S. Eliot, 378.




R EHE R — B M 2R MEIMIEEE , AT
P AL ZAR—— B O, “HEEZ M ALEFIZ A T
A" O, BEFIRE BB T R, WL FEE SR
WBEHIR, RAXEE, Vi CHIATEE NN, BHRNART
FRRCH R, AR — AT G S RO ] . R4, SRR
B SRR G AT

3L 45 ) EE 7B 4t & (Christian society) B2 2 H 2578 2 K
(the Christian State). B # L@ (the Christian Community). F&E#
744 (the Cbmmunity of Christians) =BE R A M ELZBF . H,
BHER ‘BERE. ARESEE. ENEEMERZ L,
K HBEPITING " HEEHERA RSN M
K “BRBPTINGE—; HEHARNER “HREHaKE
WA BRI B EAEE", 5, CRESERE SRS
SEEE HOA A — B0 MEER, AN EE R GERERE
“HEHWH”, TARBRE -/ 95R” BRI, ER M
BT RIEE, TIARCH T HES “BUala”, “HEH
Bk R P M B S R E AL, REMAEERSR
Y1, BREEERRMAAMER", XFitSEHS L% 0 B
FH AT SR RBATERER . R, T4, BERI%
—BA8. G178, F “FEAHLSER— ARGk, B
H FHATEB LR, BRAT IR T B R R, E55
S, Tk, BRI, B RR NTER L R I EE
FEE o 42 0670 A H: o i85 BE B R AT BB BUE AR I R
#5, KPS, B RBR I BRI - X REE BTN,

® Thomas Stearns Eliot, The Idea of a Christian Society, 16-18.

EEHHET (5 22 8 2000 TR0



GG E. BEHXUSXERR

TREWEN, REeEMEmETR—R" © .

ieAh, 7 (EEHASEE) B, IR R T IEEH (the
Church of England)iJRifR#, B MNERN —1 “FHHE S (the
Universal Church)”, —4~ “GHFHEFN” “‘BHRAEAZ". E£ ‘1T
ERBEANERE", MEEERLTACHEY, HREET
AT, ERSENEER CTHHR MRS, X,
AR TEHANEBE THS, MEBEETHCHWAR, XBET
MR EEHE, WRAEE “THES B, “HEAEEM
WHAERE" REARER, ABA] “Paefigmph—&k”, ©

4 i

e AR SCBRAS , AbROHE SRR B 2 & R —FlmAR AL
BB RIIR AL 2 B BT S B — 0 “SUR R “H oy |
W, BEMIERE A IR, GRABRR LR, EbiH
SHIHARER, GEE) RMLERT —RAT SRR, |
FRGHE T ROER: “—BAMRMRTES, ABERA -
%, [REEFETRIAT XAZA - HEBRREOESEERET
W, HEBRK, R EEMBE, HAGEEEEE.” =R
EIRS AR — IR — RE B A AR A7 B AL B T — VOB IR K , X2
PR BB BT A 1 O SE R LR BRI L R B A
F— AR H O RIRREA L. “BRATER M — I F 548
BRE—FHhRE.” ©

® Thomas Stearns Eliot, The Idea of a Christian Society, 26-30.

® Ibid, 52-55. |

® Thomas Stearns Eliot, Collected Poems 1901-1962 (London: Faber & Faber, 1963), 65-66.
® Thomas Stearns Eliot, “The English Tradition: Address to the School of Sociology,”




T RSO BUSRK , AE R AR SR B B
WE, MYFFEIAIREFOBHEE. £ (EBEGLEE)
TR (mAmEE) b, SRSER “HEE” BT EEHS
Bl “PaE” &%, B5 GIR) PEIKERESP RS
By B, Tl Mg, R, PR, TR, PR, FEME,
Rk, REEARHK R RGNS E RN EER
“RAG—HFEE." IR K STHAEH— — W&
PREE FHAPOLSFELE,” FamEEREIRETS
WS “BREERRE". E2RETY BEARhL” R
AR T R MR RS . RERMER . “ERROER
B e BB FEARTTRAT I HE T - — MR LB

| B (A mER) 5 (RESGAEE) —BRATEFHRE T
B, TN R AL SRR G ST B R B,
AR T S SCH 1 B 3RS O SRR o (LS
B BB H SE B 1B B SR S 2R, R —FIE
EREAER: 83 EESERA LR RS, BELNR—F
PR EMERBRZAEA WOER” XA, B, TERA
MEWT AFARER BT B R RAH R A 2RI RO
M. U, FHF

EEEIT: T 25, éﬁvf-y*ﬁfik’?o Email: jiahg_yujiao@163.com |

Introduction to the author: Jiang Yujiao, Zhejiang Normal University.

Chrzstendom 10, no. 40 (1940): 210-219.

~ ® Thomas Stearns Eliot, Collected Poems, 79, 223, 189, 190, 222, 212, 219.

- BEEUET (5 2218 2009 FEHO



