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The Wisdom and the Religious Character
of Dao in Daodejing—a New Understanding

of Daoist Philosophical Hermeneutics

IR &
Jing Baolu

Abstract: In this article, I propose to investigate the revelation of the
Ultimate in the Chinese language and culture. Through an
etymological analysis and a hermeneutical interpretation of the
significance of the word “Dao”, we conclude that a deep association of
the “Dao” with individual lives belong to the semantic field of this
word; “Dao” itself contains the revelation of “Being” (You) and tllle
abstruseness of “Non-being” (Wu), the brightness of “Yang” and the
obscurity of “Yin”. In addition, the “Dao” in the Daodejing also means
“word”. As Heidegger said, in this ancient word there is “the original

Saying”. But only through “listening” that extends “far enough
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towards the Void and holds fast enough to Quietness” can one perceive
the message of the Great Dao without voice. To those who listen in this
way, the “Word of Dao” reveals itself through the human word, and
draws them into the ongoing dynamic process of the “Dao”.

This analysis leads us to the conclusion that “Dao” in the
Daodejing is the backbone of mystical experience in the Chinese
culture. In fact, it is also a religious mystical experience because it
involves not only the pursuit and longing for the transcendence but
also, in a way, opens itself to the Ultimate or the Sacred. Therefore, the
experience of the “Dao” in the Daodejing is a turning point in the
search of a mystical and religious experience, as conceptualized by
Rudolf Otto’s and Bernhard Welte.

Keywords: Dao, Words, Being-No-thingness, Religious Experience
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