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£ K
Dong WANG

Abstract: In 587 B.C., Jerusalem was conquered by the
Babylonians. The fall of the kingdom of Judah brought
unprecedented suffering to the Jewish people. This essay studies
the historical, political and theological situation of the Israelites
during their exile. From Deutero-Isaiah’s perspective as an exile,
we explore the political history of the Jews’ oppression at the hands
of surrounding nations. We also look at post-exilic Jewish
monotheism against the theological background of the
Mesopotamian world. From the holistic perspective of the Book of
Isaiah itself, we focus on the plight of the Israelites as a community.
In studying the Second Servant Song, we observe how Yahweh
trained His servant, how through the Word given to His servant He
addressed the problems of an exilic community in the public

arena—including social issues within the community and in its




interactions with Babylonian society; and finally, how He led the
exiled Jews back to their homeland.
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