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Jourmal for the Study of Christian Culture

Abstract: This paper makes a beginning in developing a systematic
Marxist reflection on the theme of death. The effort faces some stiff
opposition; some of the leading Marxist figures alive today aver that
they are interested in life, not death. In order to find some substantial
reflections on death in the Marxist tradition, it is necessary to go back
to Max Horkheimer, Theodor Adorno and Ernst Bloch.

The paper deals, first, with the differencesrand overlaps between
Horkheimer and Adorno. From there the author moves on to explore
Bloch’ s various and uneven efforts at making death a central feature of
Marxist philosophy. While finding Bloch’ s championing of the kernel
or soul in Traces problematic, the author is more enamoured with his
argument against dogmatisms on the matter of death ( neither dogmatic
religious belief nor dogmatic materialist denial of the possibility of
something after death) , with his distinction between physical death and
the ontological status of death, and with ten metaphors of gaie and
door, journey and unknown destination. Perhaps the most pointed
treatment of all appears in a discussion between Bloch and Adorno
called “ Something’ s Missing”. While Bloch reiterates his better
earlier arguments, Adorno suggests that the resistance to the possibility
of overcoming death is the resistance to utopia/socialism itself, for it is
an attachment to the status quo. Indeed, utopia cannot be imagined

without the elimination of death.

Keywords; Western Marxism; dedth; Max Horkheimer; Theodor
Adorno; Ernst Bloch
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® Ermst Bloch and Theodor W. Adorne, “Something’ s Missing: A Discussion between
Ernst Bloch and Theodor W. Adorno on the Contradictions of Utopian Longing,” in The
Utopian Function of Art and Literature: Selected Essays, ed. Jack Zipes and Frank
Mecklenburg ( Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT, 1988 [1975]), 9; “Etwas Fehlt ... Uber
Die Wiederspriiche Der Utopischen Sehnsuch,” in Gespriche Mit Ernst Bloch, ed. Reiner
Taub and Harald Wieser ( Frankfurt am Main; Suhrkamp, 1975) , 66. .

® Bloch and Adorno “Something’ s Missing; A Discussion between Ernst Bloch and
Theodor W. Adorno on the Contradictions of Utopian Longmg, 8; “Etwas Fehlt ... Uber Die
Wiederspriiche Der Utoplschen Sehnsuch,” 65. - '

® Alain Badiou, Ethics: An Essay on the Understanding of Evil, trans. Peter Hallward
(London: Verso, 2002), 35 -9; L’ éthique: Essai Sur La Conscience Du Mal ( Paris: Nous,
2003 [1993 1), 61 — 6; Logics of Worlds, Being and Event, 2, trans. Alberto Toscano
(London: Continuum Press, 2009) , 507 - 14 ; Logiques Des Mondes: L’ étre Et L»’événeﬁzent,
2 (Paris; Editions du Seuil, 2006) , 529 - 37. .

@ Antonio Negri and Cesare Casarino, In Praise of the Common; A Conversation on
Philosophy and Politics ( Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2008) , 152 ~3, 155 —
6; Antonio Negri, Subversive Spinoza: ( Un) Contemporary Variations, trans. Timothy S
Murphy, et al. ( Manchester; Manchester University Press, 2004) , 105 - 11.
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@ Bloch and Adorno, “Something’ s Missing: A Discussion between Ernst Bloch and
Theodor W. Adorno on the Contradictions of Utopian Longing,” 8; “Etwas Fehlt . .. Uber Die
Wiederspriiche Der Utopischen Sehnsuch,” 65.
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@ Theodor W. Adorno, Negative Dialectics, trans. E. B. Ashton ( New York:
Seabury, 1973 [1966]), 361 — 8; “Negative Dialektik,” in Gesammelie Schriften, vol. 6
( Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 2003 [1966] ), 354 — 61; Critical Models ; Interventions and
Catchwords, ed. Henry W. Pickford. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1998 [ 1963/
1969]), 89 - 103, 191 —204; “Eingriffe: Kritische Modelle 1,” in Gesammelte Schriften
vol. 10 (Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 2003 [1963]), 573 - 94; “Stichworte: Kritische
Modelle 2,” in Gesammelte Schriften, vol. 10 ( Frankfurt am Main; Suhrkamp, 2003
[1969]), 674 - 90; Minima Moralia, trans. Edmund Jephcott ( London: Verso, 1978
[1951]), 58 -60, 165 -6, 231 —3; “Minima Moralia,” in Gesammelie Schriften, vol 4
(Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 2003 [1951]), 65 -7, 188 -9, 264 - 6.

@ Adomo, Negative Dialectics, 368 —73; “Negative Dialektik,” 361 - 6; Theodor W.
Adorno, Metaphysics: Concept and Problems, ed. Rolf Tiedemann, trans. Edmund Jephcott
(Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2000 [ 1998 1), 106 - 7; Metaphysik Begriffe
Und Probleme, Nachgelassenen Schriften ( Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 2006 [1998]),
166 - 7.

® Max Horkheimer and Theodor W. Adorno, Dialectic of Enlightenment: Philosophical
Fragments, trans. Edmund Jephcott ( Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2002), 178 - 9;
Dialektik Der Aufklarung: Philosophische Fragmente Gesammelte Schriftenin vol. 3, ( Frankfurt
am Main: Suhrkamp, 2003 [1947]), 245 - 7. '

@ Max Horkheimer, Dawn and Decline: Notes 1926 — 1931 and 1950 — 1969, trans.
Michael Shaw (New York: Seabury, 1978), 211; “Notizen, 1949 — 1969 ,” in Gesammelte
Schriften, vol. 6 (Frankfurt am Main: Fischer Taschenbuch, 1991), 374.

No.26 Autumn 2011

235



236

: i)

Jourmal for the Study of Christian Culture

FEM ARSI EE FHER T . PUEE T 2 A ol A 7
ﬁiﬂ’]éﬁiﬁ‘_”ﬁ%ﬁ%?@T%ﬁ@ﬁfﬁﬁﬁzfiiﬁf @ {H%@ﬁ“@iﬂi
g W, FE TN F A R B & i T E&H ML
PR RERE T WA B R AR E HU%KM‘TH E%E%ﬁﬁ‘m,ﬁﬁm
e B 3EO A/ [ O AL B A . ARTE H BT T R e
fATEFER A REE S
X SR I X A HTHARR TR SR AEES M EEWN AR
T e A T R — Rk Sy, A B, TR T A B A A
LR WA RS B A, TEM, HRF B RTEEA £ X
B %A A “ M8 EAUEE” (assumed narrative) & T 1R, B b
WL T B ECHANFEMAEEF AR RS XM
F FETfEA AL H R SRS E AW A, 75— R
i, AT IT 8 4 B T2 B 22 B 245 0 4 o MEZHEX—R ELREES
G iga ﬁi’jﬂstﬂ FE T Y5 R W 38 TE AT AR A, B AR HE XY 0
%ﬁﬂ&fﬁt,%t]ﬁ/\ﬁi(ﬁ,Ihﬁ/ﬁﬁ_tiﬁgggjj%’ﬁﬁ%wJﬁ‘ﬂﬂ:
MR TR E, Lt — BB X BB
Eﬁ%i%%&fﬁﬁ s R X R RS, i, X
B R B R AR R 3, HT R M AT BB B SR
%WE*E,WE_MT—I 2R E A PR CENIBE O X Z i
TS, 13 Fh 45 %] 7 B3 /8% ( sense of absolute annulment ) £ — 4~ 3E & &
T2 AT R, TEAEEZE N AR ES T, X+ F ¢ KA BR
) (non confundar) K EAFE X T AT LUASE T8 IR R BB, g
EREG R T o HX X ﬁﬂﬁ%;&iﬁﬁ/\ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂ’ﬁﬁﬁ B, il

@ Horkheimer, Dawn and Decline: Notes 1926 — 1931 and 1950 - 1969, 210 - 11, ,
236; “Notizen, 1949 ~1969,” 373 -4, 418 - 19;

® Horkheimer, Dawn and Decline: Notes 1926 — 1931 and 1950 - 1969 38 -9; Max
Horkheimer, “ Dimmerung: Notizen in Deutschland,” in Gesammelte Schriften, vol. 2
( Frankfurt am Main: Fischer Taschenbuch, 1987 [1934]), 345 -6.

® Adorno, Metaphysics: Concept and Problems, 106, 130 — 4; Metaphysik: Begnﬁ[e
Und Probleme, 166, 202 —10.
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® Adorno, Metaphysics: Concept and Problems, 135; Metaphysik: Begriffe Und
Probleme, 210.

@ Ernst Bloch, Atheism in Christianity: The Religion of the Exodus and the Kingdom ,
trans. J. T. Swann (New York: Herder and Herder, 1972) , 255; Atheismus Im Christentum -
Zur Religion Des Exodus Und Des Reichs, vol. 14, Ernst Bloch Werkausgabe ( Frankfurt am
Main: Suhrkamp, 1968), 335. .

® Bloch 1972, 249; Bloch 1968, 329; 4 ] A £ [ Bloch 2000, 255 — 66; Ernst
Bloch, Geist Der Utopie, Zweite Fassung, vol. 3, Emst Bloch Werkausgabe ( Frankfurt am
Main; Suhrkamp Verlag, 1985), 318 - 31.
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@ Eﬂi’ﬁésﬁﬁﬁ'}iﬁ%%}ﬂﬂ Roland Boer, Criticism of Theology: On Marxism and
Theology Iii ( Leiden: Brill, 2010 B ERBBNFER O B R B B . Max
Horkheimer, “Psalm 91,” in Marx, Critical Theory, and Religion: A Critique of Rational
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( Frankfurt am Main; Fischer Taschenbuch, 1985 [1968]). '
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@ Theodor W. Adorno, “Marginalia on Mahler,” in Essays on Music, ed. Richard
Leppert ( Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002 [1984]), 612 - 13; “Komponisten
Und Kompositionen,” in Gesammelte Schrifien, vol. 18 ( Frankfurt am Main : Suhrkamp, 2003
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® Emst Bloch, The Spirit of Utopia, trans. Anthony A. Nassar ( Stanford, CA:
Stanford University Press, 2000) , 248 - 68,
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Bloch, Traces, trans. Anthony A. Nassar ( Stanford: Stanford . University Press, 2006
[1930]), 116 - 19, 171 ~ 3; Spuren, vol. 1, Ernst Bloch Werkausgabe ( Frankfurt am
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