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ABSTRACT

The Mandarin Union Version and the Wenli [classical Chinese]
Union Version were both published in 1919, using very different
translation principles. From a comparison of their styles,
grammatical features, figurative expressions and vocabularies, we’
see how the New Testament text of the Mandarin Union Version is
inclined towards “formal 'equivalénce ” with faithful renderings of
the original in an intelligible and colloqulal language. This
‘translation principle makes it easily understood and spread among
ordinary people. However, this' version also displays a
“foreignization” in translation. It presents a break with the Chinese
language tradition, and highlights the cultural heterogeneity
between Christianity and Chinese culture. While the New
Testament text of the Wenli Union Version is inclined to “dynamic
equivalence,” it retains the characteristics of classical Chinese
literatue, with an elegant style, good rhythm and polished language,
and gives a clear sense of Chinese culture and philosophy. This
version inevitably weakens the cultural and llngulstlc features of the
original and displays a “domestication” in translation.

Keywords: Mandarin Union Version. Wenli Union Version «
Chinese culture. Cultural heterogeneity
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HRT 1919 FW CEEMEGEAR ) RES HIEREWIFS
BB H — X5, FALAE H IR S 0 5] 304 Rl )18 2k
HILBBITER (MEAR) 22, ESRKFEZS DL HE
RHEBHPXZEFEER, RTIROEANE, 5 (EBEMSEAR)
RIRF AR B, B — PSR ORI (SO EA ) O—x
WA 1934 FRF—RBIRE, RIRABETHEEE
&W%uLﬂﬁ%#$¢ﬁﬁgmkﬁﬁmﬁ@ﬁ%1%97
S BT R B R LB R R EFRL ., BRW 1934 £
B (Garnier, A, J) BT (WX RLFEARNE ) ®, X FIEBEABFY
SR BUAE T TR A R LB . BT B A 2 2 T B st
Zetzsche ) 7E 1999 4E HifR MY (FEAREHRXXLEFE) ©, HHA
BARFMHES RS, WFHE . BF RN SHET T 108 S0
e =2 BRDW R CABHT . HiAERK (Thor Strandenaes) RET
1987 4EH (FFXZZMBIREN ) ©, 3 (FEMAEA) B34k
HEAT T VE40 B0 4007 O30, T M3 R T 1k 9 B0 ) , (7R 74
BB IE B & ( SCHAAFA D, _
RSB EREE (CEEMARA) M CUEMAEA ) X
A “FA” XA, Wit B SCAE S F B S A SR (ZES0R A
BF R30S0 ) EFF 2 IR IR SCRRAS | BRI A B TR,

O (EBEMEFEAFIHA2E) , L. KEXHEAS, 1919 4,
 (CHEAMEGFEAFHALE) , L. KEZHELSL, 1919 4, L
® BWIF: <<‘7)UC%§%£%2!WJ\E>> LEVKE, . 3L, 193448, [AJ

- Garnier, A Brief History of Chinese Versions of the Bible, trans. FENG Xuebin (Shanghai: Guangxue

hui, 1934).]
® Jost Oliver Zetzsche, The Bible in China: the History of the Union Version or the Culmination of
Protestant missionary Bible Translation in China (Sankt Augustin: Monumenta Serica Institute,
1999) '
® Thor Strandenaes, Principles of Chinese Bible Translation (Stockholm: Almqv15t & Wiksell,
1987).
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SR iR = R [F] G B JE , 7522 D B A O 9 B A0 R A T O 24
ri ] B9 SC A A 55 7 A 1 R TR L TV R A A 5 o S A
2 i3 SRR AL BT, $R 4 — A% 2 R

—. MEFARER

1w0$,ﬁ%%ﬁiﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁ%o@ﬁ%ﬁﬁ£%$,
KO EFHA K ELREZENS, BT — A0S 5 532 M R
FERANZZEEAR, B “HABA" FHREXWFEL “BATEY
(BREA), MAKEN (REAR) BEEARE", U “X&H
—, B = B BN, B A R A4 97 3 B R SCHE (High
Wenli ). ¥ 3C B2 ( Easy Wenli ). ‘B 3% ( Mandarin ) =F “FIE#FEA", 1907
EE FRBERBIFEL L RS, SABREN “FL” Boyew
B BT RCEAR SRR U B, Rak
EAFRXEMELRERS, AHE-WICHEEHAET 1919
CAEHAR (CCEMAERA) @, 1920 4£E 1923 FREXT A #H1T
BT, 1934 4EBJE —WEMTH IR, ( BREMEEA) 1919 FHR,
1939 4E T 4 % ( EiBERAEA ), ZILRETT B4 XK BT i 8 6 A 1
(FEAR) X289, : |

® Records of the General Conference of the Protestant Missionaries of China, held at Shanghai, May
7-20, 1890 (Shanghai: American Presbyterian Mission Press, 1890), 515. '

@ Records, 1890, 43.

® XTEH M CEFEARITEMIES Records: China Centenary Missionary Conference,
held at Shanghai, April 25 to May 8, 1907 (Shanghai: Centenary Conference Committee,
1907), 660-685, FERLMIRIFIRE]:  “MRAAT, KABE (SCH) BATHEH
— AT, ” (Records 1907, 685) o MIFSLAME (LBME: (MEFEFXELH
B, BMERE, B, ERXSH4,2002, 296, 306) IIBFST, 1919 FEHAY (3
HAAEA) HFHAIEh HERREBITER 1907 HOCERA.

® 1962 EFH B (IHFALE) KR (EE) , 1988 FRBFELASBITH
JRCERREMAA), 1989 4 EABADEBIT BB FLFRIMERFEAR),
1993 SEBES W BBLEITH R (VR EIEA) (B, M. L7 , EILKkE
TS Bbm . AP BOMARAE .. KA BRI I BS R T RE R
(OERSY, WX NAHF L RSl .
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M 1890 4E & 1919 4R3I 30 FERRIESRES, WIEANBE

RAHEZT T RANE S, (EEMEREE) BERRANEE
R A IEX ( Calvm W. Mateer ), &£ ( Chaﬁncey Goodrich ). #
BT (Frederick W. Baller). JE#+ (Spencer Lewis)%‘? S ED YN
1890 FEHMEBMFERRSFHE, HF 1908 FEih; FEM 1890
EMABERERES, —EHITER 1919 %, HTF 1908 @E%ZK%
XHEZRRSER; HETT 1890 EAEPITERS, 1900 &40
ABBRER S, HH 1919 4, %mr$»%4$mAﬂ%§A%,
HB 1919 ., 1918 4EE 1919 EH#ITHE=RBIT TR E
BIRES . AR T,

(SCHMEGREER) “FA” WHEEZRASHENFECHEERS,
HEVREAHRAE (John Chalmers). Wik (Martin Schaub). 3
A% (Joseph Edkins). f B8 ( Devello Z. Sheffield ), & (John
Wherry), HET =M HH48 1, 58+ (Thomas W. Pearce) Fl B H &
(Llewelyn Lloyd)4#4E, 1907 4EWMANLHEEBRLSEHE, HBRIEX
HZREW R g HEE (CEMEER) BIEZ G &, RMEHE
( Patrick J. Maclagan ) Xﬂl]/\;aétﬁ, WOREZERSEE, FHE
B, hELEEEHERE.

FE 1890 FMEH T RS b, RET HMFE=ZIMGFA B E A
RISCASBRA . “DL (BRITBITAR ) E‘J%ﬁlaéﬁﬁf%?ﬂﬁiﬂiﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁ
i, APURME (REf) EHIRE.”

(BT ) CHERT 1885 48, 5 “HiA” BEFE X
ARBRLR 1882 FHRM (HIIOTFLEAR ), ®(KEh) CHIRT

® Records, 1890, 43.

@ The Holy Bible: Compared with the Most Ancient Authorities and Revised (Cambridge: Cambndge
Press, 1885).

® Edwin Palmer, The Greek Testament with the Readings Adopted by the Revisers of the Authorized Version
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1882).

® The Holy Bible: Authorized Version (London: Naval and Military Bible Society, 1611). iX#&E
B 5 King James Version (KJV) 2R —#FiF4s, MEIhICHHBARIN (REER) »
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1611 4F, 2 “Ji 2" B 6 1 SO A ZERE R (A A2 Do ©1890
SRS R AN TIOR BRI PE , RO X TR 2 I #E 2
AR “F4" BENFSEHCRER, SR, REEWIAE
BE (FECBITA) ETRICER, B (FIBSOTEEAR ), Rtz
— BB WA T, (AIAEI0) RS R E . I
1907 EFFHEH T RS L, TEBREERLEN “WEHER
2 (ANZS) ERRART (HBITA ) WERMXARZ 2,
MR RN (EEMAAFL) FEF, BRMRERS TR
WSO “RATRERS A T AT A MRS, T A5 5K
VEBING IR — B4y, T AN B0 BE G T IO, TEAETT A
R SO A ROZE T 360 b o O3 LK SCUR Y 1B SO AT B A A
>N |

AR T A MRS B . BIRARERIE S 3Ok CEFEA
W R HFOAMRSTFOBE, BRI REEFX A I
R, AR ESREENET K, SCERPEEY
A FRIE S o RATITA R BEEA R | I BLH 4k 52 6 FT XA 3
PRE VE o 137 24 R T B 40 B 35 o B R 45 T SO B 3, S BT R
P& YR R BRHLA B Bl bR " OEIEEANR “HEHR”, K
O FRANSYERTENTREERBFERAMAER”. R
RENTHE, FESTUHE. BRI H0E0 0 ELMER
DIH®RIESTEL, DETHRLREZLUTNEEREHBEY
g;o” @ ) .

® Textus Receptus 1598 (Théodore de Béze: Hiickelhoven Christianismos-Verl, 2009).

@ Records, 1907, 270.

® (BEEMSAFALE) , WO HHERESL, 1908 47, Preface 2.

® John Wherry, The Idea Translation of the Bible into Chinese, The China Mission Year Book,
1912, 279.

® Records 1907, 205. : , :

® C.W. Mateer, “The Style of the Mandarin Bible,” The Chinese Recorder 31(1900): 332.

@ Records, 1890, 55. A
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 ZFTUBREF SRR HY WA BT, T A
S He—, ‘B SEBBRNERRERNEEENCARZE,
HTAEABMBIRNRE “FA” %4, HEHETTEROBEIT.
HEME “BY” WERSBRAER FS58E “Hi%” WEERA
MR, “Hg” wERENNZREST “HA” WH%., Ji,

W4 HRIET URERRAZZNEREN, G5 AIEAs R
T H A ERRAZZEEN., B, “HA” BEXhAHR
KEE, MEREFSHN IAA3A" EMUE NS, F%
SR IMB KO,

AXTEHRHBHESREAR “BA” WICARERE, 5 5fE
TR (TR SOTLEAR ), 2 5 T AR A B 2 5 A £ 49 40h 228 S0 T
SEMBBERNF —CALR, EEREHBLRNOH), KRMNE
B (FBESOPLEAR) f1 (ANEXY); K (FRBIELA) f1 (L
NG C) MRS, RIS, R RSO sA )o BB 24D, i (3%
XEITA Y M CEREAR) ENEZ,

ARIEF A4 - 235 (Bugene A. Nida)iRHily “TERA X2

( formal equivalence ) 5 “IhEgXf4” (dynamic equivalence) LA & 55
il - FEF (Lawrence Venuti ) ) UEM»{G” ( domestication ) Fil “F
17 (.foreignization ), MSCIRRUAE . B a . M. FCZmAa
FHE, RHEREX (EEMAREA) 5 (CCBMARA) MEEE
. o
FEREEFENERRRR NS, BANE 5 T
W&, BRMEXLETFREASGHBANNE” BE “LEH
B B 5 o 15 B R R 5 UEE A R AR - R R T B
ZFERFEXKERMAR. T DS ZENEER 5
BRFE, FBICHERHNE BB KRR SO R B AR
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WREY, NS FEEXECHELEIN, T “TheEnts”
Bk B E RS R AR, ©

FHEHRINT BRPH LT A BT, “Ek” 5 sk
SCA B R R T B BRSO L, RGBT . MmN
BEFR, MHIRICA PR R RAME, R MR X H
FRY 5 S A UL e 0 s 1y, DA B B P R LA SR X
A E AR S NTIIE S # R ESL 7, 3 A B B3 i 3
WREN, ABTHEOBNR”, BRAR “HH” 0B
?%ﬁ&ﬂﬁﬁw*%@i$%%%%%ﬁﬁ%ﬁi$$xﬁA
BRI S RER, ©

E\i$ﬁﬁ&ﬂﬁﬁmwﬁ®

1. R

— . EXHTE, (BEMAERA) BRRNES, FHEM
JE SR FnE] ‘Biﬁi (CHAEEAR ) ﬂﬂiﬁ“u m%ﬂi&éi_,
Xtk BAB T AT

Bil1: (EXBEF) 6 E 347V

(E): IARZAARKE, B E B A VX
W, —ROBEL—FELHB T,

(X): AAZk, BAOAEZ, RAZH, RARL,

® & Eugene A. Nida, Towards a Science of Translation (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1964); idem,

Language Culture and Translating (Shanghai: Foreign Language Education Press, 1993).
@ 2 Lawrence Venuti, The Translator’s Invisibility: A History of Translation (London & New

York: Routledge, 1995). Lawrence Venuti, The Scandals of Translation: Towards an Ethics of
Difference (Manchester: St.Jerome Publishing, 1998); M. Shuttleworth & M. Cowie, Dictionary
of Translation Studies (Manchester: St Jerome Publishing, 1997). ‘ '

© FELATX Hatrsd, (EEMEER) FERK (F) , (COREmagER) &
féé%%)} (FEESCEEA) fFx (&), (EXBITA) HFK (D), (KEER)
Ta] 478 o : '
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(A - w) oﬁv ueptpvnanTe i T adipiov, 1 yap alptov

pepyviioer Eautiis: dpxeTdy T f)yépqz 7 xaxio adTi.

Bl2: (HMHRZHAH) 28 3 9.
(F): RERNMAZ, KB, RN, LLEH,
(XY RERY, ZBRR, RERE, |
(A ) : ndyd év dobevely xal &v $6Bw xal v Tpdpe

TOAAG) Eyevéuny mpds Hpd.

EXFHMIFH, (B) WBREAREFERT BECMER
FIRZ, (30) MmLMER . &3FEiM, B0 MmsEEl,
BABRAMILE, XAENHFERBRAD LIS L, 1D KE
FIARTEOB 137 (H) B “RAVER LB, BABEIRE
ZhE, BROEMEG, BROSETER L, IRAGERE, &
MR MR, 5 BIBRRAT, %RATHB, WMARM%ET At
RMBATE R, MRIIWBENE” ; (X)) BF “BREX,
CBREE, REGK. REBR, EHER., BEZR, 405k,
RERMBE, WREA. TDRAR, BRREE” . (BMES) =
4B s () BN “WEENE, BEMBOE. — L EEE
B, KAMUREEET ., SEMHOBTERYEY, &S
MEBRER N T () #h “SEK, R, HAM,
BB, BHMEZ, WIRZETZ" , MR, (TiEas
A) WRECERBENBLMER, B’A, OEL. (CEMLEA)
B8 SC U BB A T R3S A B, By SO 1 R A A

T AR R, (OB R ) T A O
PR ESRMEORBIEE S, 8430 T A 0L A3 R
Moo T CHRMATER) 030 IE SR 5, T 0818 0
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B 1. (BEIAET ) 125 241!
(B . %hBBgwm, LRH, LRKk, XEAL, X

EAHE
() : RBL®, REFME, LCLK.
(# ) : xatavofoate Tods xépaxas §Tt ob omelpovaty

00dt Bepilovay, oic olx EoTiv Tauelov 000€ &dmobniy.
b

JE 3 “omeipovary”, B« onelpw”, BB “HBF”; Bsprouotv” ,
B feplle”, BEE WE” . (BEMAEA) HETXFA
A, (CCEMAEA) NIGHHESEHT (e - RIE) 83
BT RS EN B MR, BERCEA T HABBK.

2. CBEMARTE ) 2 3 36 7%

(EY: #nenid, AMEEXREORHE, AL
XETXE, REET. :

(X)) : £FeiE, g7, XL,

(AY: abty mpoPePryxvia év Nuépals moAais, (joaca

wetd avdpds Etn émta dmd i maplevias adTis.

“amd”RAiA, EEE . KA. BT, WIREITHEM ., K

A, EFE. BERE ﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ “ mapbeviag” & H FIE

mwmﬂ%mﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁf E“Lﬁ #Eo, (BEIEME

BA) B “MEEL KT %EwTEi%% , WAEH H

OiEfk. “FH” 2ilHmEevik, maril (& - JAw - BER ):

“ZFTFA, Eﬁ%%”«iﬁﬂAw$>w¢“ﬁ?E”ﬁéi
%Eﬂﬁ%o
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Bl 3: (ABMBE) 116715
(EY: BEmE,
(X)) : BZAMmAE £,
(&Y : xépw avtl xdpitog

O chun, AEB. B4, MEZE, (FENAEAR) FREE
BT R, T (CBMAEAR) WRESTHEE, REXSX
BAERERETREN “AMEE”, WMT “EE” (“FEt. &
ARk ), 185 BB b,

SCIERBRE E, (CCHAAEAR) RS T
WA, REMFAEPOES, RS CUBMAEAR ) K
B H P EE 2, REREEENRE, (TEMAEA) MR
WFEERT AR, SEECBBA P BT RN A,

Bl 1: (GREE) 135 13 .
(E): RARMALERL, FLTFRL, &K%
. 7
(XY : BAMBARRL, TR ARE, FRIEL,
(A ) : 8nt BAémovres ob BAEmovety xal dxodovres odx -

b T 3 1 I
axovouav 0002 guviougty.

7w BB IR 3C“BAémovtes” 5 “BAémovav 43 Fi) FE R IE “BAéma” B 4317
MEZARER, (EXBITE) 1 ek ) H?“seeiﬁg”'—?“see”
RERXFHMARAROER, (CEEMEER)UM B A B (F)
B B ERBHXR KRR, FFE, “drobovres” 5 “dxotovay4} Hil
RIRIE dxodw” KISHAFME = AR, ﬁi%zlm{%Zi%ﬂ?“hearing”

No. 28 Autumn 2012 | 239



| a7
Journal for the Study of Christian Culture
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FR. WHOAE, BETAMEE. 7 ABRBREBEN LRI K
Enesit, B, (EEMAEA)FIEEMRBLTEI, (X
BRI AR ) W% BT 5 T E SO E G BT B e |

2 CREERATHR) 3 S

(B): AZREFEATHE, HREST LFH
E C A

(X): EFR&FF, ARELFRTF?

(#) : & 8¢ mig Tob idlov olxov mpooTijvat odx oldev,

néi¢ Exxhnoiag Beol EmpednoeTal

“WpOO'Tﬁva‘l’, . BW “mpofornw” , BER “EH. 8T
(BEEMEREAR) HEN B, (CEMEFEAR) MEFER “FF
()" . “FHR.WHH.FXF" EERBEEGEPRMRSTT
o AR, (CCHMEREA) RS FREREE, X
EETEIXHWER

f§3: (EEEE) 6 3171
(B : RAITEEAERFERAN, KNLZEHFA
(X)) : RBEAWTHREDT, 74 R FEH A
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BMEHE” o () WBEXMAESIEABRIEFLTFREBH
e (BMBE) 1sE 2 W (FYBRY “REBETX”, ()
BR RBTFR” — () X (1B - AB) “BRBEFE, TFF
B WEBRMERAIERY ARG, RN GEmn —mMEE, B2
LZHHMERSELHE P EESIFFEIT, EHE5EM0ELT
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BT HRARREENIES, (X)) E BT EEREETE
REBBLBENBEBTMREFTR, 0 (FHRLES) 12 2 4 %,
CHD) BR “BBNEE , (X)) By “EHBE23" , () K
BEHAER “RAFR” WHBZ L, (BREE) 21 3 44 %,
(B) BHh “XALHERNS L, REWBEMOBLE, » ()
B CHAEHEE, B, () MRS EEAOEM,
“MEL” MEHSEWEAR,

CBRRB, (EEMAEA) WIRTEA. S, 0Bk, &
BEAMAA LB N BIRTEL, KBRFERET e
R 5 T CCEMARAR ) B 0 B IGE RS . 5
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Wi, (FEICBEITA ) AT I Y “having come”, FRE X —
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((%) . How shall we escape, if we neglect so great
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salvation? Which having at the first been spoken through the

Lord, was confirmed unto us by them that heard.
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FETXAMBILGEM, T (CCBMAEA) I YA L7 53 B A4 g
HRABTIEREN, K “EH EXTE, ik Uz A K
Rifio (XBHEER) HBXHLETS B CHAT O, BHmET
TR, MBTIES,

Bl3: (BEH) 2273, |

(BE): RECAFZR R Ereo i, AR Lo
EH . WA,

(X): RAF GRS L7288, FaeH A, £ A
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