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Abstract

“The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus” (Luke 16:19-31) is
peculiar to the Gospel of Luke, and has lots of typical Lukan
expressions. Scholars cannot reach an agreement on the unity and
meaning of this episode, with its themes of reversal and of
resurrection. This essay will respond to these controversies by
reading the episode in its social setting. We will scrutinize this
episode and interpret it in the light of Greco-Roman literary
techniques and rhetorical skills, and then explore the interaction
between this episode and the lack of almsgiving culture in Roman
society. Finally this article will propose that Luke 16:19-31 is a
coherent unit at the rhetorical level, and Luke manipulates similar
themes in Greco-Roman literature to exhort the social elite in
Roman society to care for the poor in response to their neglect in
Roman culture.

Keywords: The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus, charity,
Roman Social Elite, exhortation
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the Hope of the Poor (Maryknoll, New York: Orbis, 1986), 27; Wade P. Huie, “The
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BB T “PIHUE”  (AdCepog) MIREER, WA W (K@)
RS ARSI EE . P (petavoroovowy ) BRI N AR

@ Richard L. Rohrbaugh, The Biblical Interpreter: An Agrarian Bible in an Industrial
Age,(75.

2 Alfred Plummer, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Gospel According to
St. Luke (ICC), 397; Johannes Weiss and Otto Baumgarten, Die Schriffen Des Neuen
Testaments (Charleston, SC.: Nabu, 2010), 67; A. R. C. Leaney, A Commentary on the
Gospel according to St. Luke (London: Black, 1966), 226; John Martin Creed, The Gospel
according to St. Luke, 211; R. Dunkerley, “Lazarus,” New Testament Studies 5
(1958-1959): 321-327. FHEKH (1. H. Marshall) B A MifEREFEARA TTAE, BD, HHHB
SRAOTERL, 30-31 HIHEW 7 HOURAYE , EBERNASEE , S ETTEY T HRA
CHIMERE (3% 9:22; 11:29-30; 13:32), £ . 1. H. Marshall, The Gospel of Luke: A
Commentary on the Greek Text (NIGCT), 639.

@ AdCapog JEA (AR FRIYTM (Eleazar ) HYA MRFHIE

/f: Darrell L. Bock, Luke: 9:51-24:53(BECNT), 1365.

 HEWITE (Richard L. Rohrbaugh ) 32 ZRLHURIE I 42 F-HE B T HISHR B AR K
HBUT, MR EGR 220 A T R TR A RS, B SO B
FRAETANET 5 o Richard L. Rohrbaugh, The Biblical Interpreter: An Agrarian Bible in an
Industrial Age, 74.
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@ {3 (Richard Bauckham ) 7F “the Rich Man and Lazarus: The Parable and the
Parallels” — 34 HY B3 AR ZPHE 46 B 55K 0 JR O B AR T R AR A AT
SR, CEEMARE ) 16:29, 31 FRWIREANRLZEHE AR A 3 109 [ PR 22 YRPL AU (1) A b B
P, MEHEEARIFEAREZ . £ 5L Joseph A. Fitzmyer, The Gospel According to Luke (The
Anchor Bible), 831; Richard Bauckham, “the Rich Man and Lazarus: The Parable and the
ParaLlsls,": 245-246.

¥ IR ( Christopher M. Hays ) T, (#1258 Jors i — i i i B
TECHE IR D16:25, B MR FEZME 1A L nay 1) 8258 3 [ ——5% 1k 3 5 A9 28,
BHATIE T ROF . 1 ETRHEF A LUy B Y AR R A R R R, SRAER
HET SCAIERE . Christopher M. Hays, Luke’s Wealth Ethics: A Study in Their Coherence
andgbaracter, 156, 159.
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RO T BN VR BAS . B T35 LW A4h, BB B (g )
FoeBakAm g 8, Gl s ARE (Gl 24:01), BEEVERIZEIMTEE (B
24:27, 44 ), ¥IENEIGHIFEW (B 24:46 ), 2 Larry Kreitzer, “Luke 16:19-31 and
1 Enoch 22,” The Expository Times 103 (1992): 142.
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B AR AT REME, £ FL Outi Lehtipuu, “Characterization and Persuasion: The Rich Man
and The Poor Man in Luke 16:19-31,” 73-105; Luise Schottroff and Wolfgang Stegemann,
Jesus and the Hope of the Poor (Maryknoll, New York: Orbis, 1986), 25-29; B. B. Scott,
Hear Then the Parables, 142; Joseph A. Fitzmyer, The Gospel According to Luke, 832;
Darrell L. Bock, Zuke: 9:51-24:53(BECNT), 1378; John Martin Creed, The Gospel
acco;giing to St. Luke, 209; Joachim Jeremias, the Parable of Jesus, 186.

@ Wade P. Huie, “The Poverty of Abundance: From Text to Sermon on Luke
16:19-31,” 406. AAIH, BEREZFnilT (], Jeremias ) AYIS M HMIEEA 2 7SR HY
FOmgs”, A4 13 A Lo gy i) S R S R SR B A AT AR RE Y H AAY & A Joachim
]ererp\ias, The Parable of Jesus, 186.

® Walter E. Pilgrim, Good News to the Poor: Wealth and Poverty in Luke-Acts, 117.
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@ Quti Lehtipuu, The Afterlife Imagery in Luke’s story of the Rich Man and Lazarus,
155.
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© Ronald F. Hock, “Lazarus and Micyllus: Greco-Roman Background to Luke

16:19-31,” JBL106/3 (1987): 447-463. B T (HEIE ) Z4h, BT A BIRH (A
2 Y ( Gallus, YEXX44: The Dream or The Cock ) W A] LIAE Z BN S AT HE ST, Ky
) A BT RS R, R A — R 5 A B R A R, B A d
TAEET (mroyde, Gall 14), fRFEEAN, EHACH KR UEBRER. g
R, SURBUES A RNRER, AR LB EANE, BEEA
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T SR 380 %) A 3 8B T SR AR T SR A b, RS (A FE) BMBEHREI T A E A
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ZER BN 2 Rk B, (AR 1R E AR SRR 1R
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@ Lucian of Samosata, Lucian, vol. II, trans. A. M. Harmon (Cambridge, Mass.:
HarvfeirdUniversity, 1913-1967), 1-58.

P R 2 R T AN AR A — R O TN, R 2 e e — R
RS AT A A — R 25 o SR A AP A SC P Al A 02 mrayde, TEREHL T A
R B B 4k & A0 A0 A 336 7 28 AR A RS E R 4235 . Richard Bauckham, “The
Rich Man and Lazarus: The Parable and the Parallels,” 234.
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Afterlife Imagery in Luke’s story of the Rich Man and Lazarus, 302.

DT S N e A A AT A S, e R A et e TR
A (Gat. 19 ), Lucian of Samosata, Lucian, vol. II, 45.

® ~ Lucian Lucian of Samosata, Lucian, vol. 1V, 71-110.

Luc1an of Samosata, Lucian, vol. VII, 1-176.
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?3 Lucian of Samosata, Lucian, vol. VII, 6-9.
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FH#l, Thomas Louis Brodie, “Greco-Roman Imitation of Texts as a Partial Guide to Luke’s
Use of Sources,” in Zuke-Acts: New Perspectives from the Society of Biblical Literature
Seminar, ed. Charles H. Talbert (New York: Crossroad, 1984), 18, 22-23.

® Edward P. J. Corbett, “The Theory and Practice of Imitation in Classical Rhetoric,”
College Composition and Communication 22 (1971): 243.

Y Frank W. Hughes, “The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31) and
Graeco-Roman Rhetoric,” in Rhetoric and the New Testament: Essays from the 1992
Heidelberg Conference (Sheffield: Continuum International, 1993), 32.
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® Frank W. Hughes, “The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31) and
Graeco-Roman Rhetoric,” 29-41; Thomas Louis Brodie, “Greco-Roman Imitation of Texts
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