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Abstract

This article explores the myth that the classics of ancient
Greece are the basis of Western culture. It begins by exploring how
the myth was constructed, especially in the second half of the
eighteenth century and then into the nineteenth century. Ancient
Greece belatedly became the basis of Western civilisation, ousting
older contenders and now embodying reason, the individual,
progress, and, eventually, democracy. Then the author asks why
this myth was constructed. The ultimate answer is that the need to
find a European base (even if it was in Eastern Europe), rather than
one among the colonies or “semi-colonies” of Europe, was due to
Europe’s late rise to economic and political dominance. In order to
get to that point, the author argues that Classics in Western
universities managed to leapfrog the old “queen,” theology, by
proposing that the philosophical, cultural and political traditions of
ancient Greece provided the foundations of theology itself. The
paper closes by considering the question of myth, understood in its
double-sided sense as both a fiction and a deeper truth. What then
is the deeper truth that the fiction of classical origins reveals?

Keywords: Western classics, theology, Europe, Greece, Rome.
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BT -H B4 Martin Bernal )4 TR 1Y) 48 HiL 22 VEC 22 (0 ffE L X Martin Bernal, “Black
Athena: The Afroasiatic Roots of Western Civilization,” Volume 1: The Farbrication of
Ancient Greece, 1785-1985 [New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1987] ), fEiE#HP
FAER, HmAR L A AR IIE A A RO P AE, 18— RS 7E 18 it
LOAEER, HRAE 18 AR 19 HAS, BN il 3 28 5 SR BOR I8 R 45 7t
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FELECH A AL E AR SCIRaRE . RN EES 13 7 REmmmF, dEdeE
FHMAR AN I T 3 BRPRCSCRR BB , T3 —28 3 DL AR Rl i 32 38 btk
178 5% (935 % Walter Cohen and Martin Bernal, "An Interview with Martin Bernal,"
Social Text, no. 35[1993]:1-24.; Suzanne Marchand and Anthony Grafton, “Martin Bernal
and His Critics,” Arion, no. 5 (2)[1997]:1-35 ). % —fRfEAF 2 EMEAAER A ED
SRz g - M P R S F 5T ) ( The Corrupting Sea: A Study in Mediterranean History ).
B EA AR AR 2R TG E] 1o AL = T AR LR EH BURUR[R] A S R
S ABAIRITSE A R T — B AR AN AR B T B S AR A 2 /N RN A TS 8
AT B AT ST 52 5y AR EL M | I Sl AR R A Al ] 2% 2R A 10 v Y [
TRz A FHERAL

VOB RS RS ERIE, AR (Pfeiffer) BYMIEAS (il HLERAT R ) ( History
of Classical Scholarship, Pfeiffer 1968, 1976 ). FEUT I AT [ B oty B 455 22 ik )
( International Journal of the Classical Tradition) "', HJEill ( Kennedy ) JEH T iy
AL A R R v AR, e IR IR — BRI Ak, A BEAES DR ity ML S A
WAL, PIRAES HROREREE IR B BB R A R B Tk
WIEAR DHTRERMIEAE , 2t b RS MR B vy S BRI LS AR A, AP e i 3
e 553 ) oy B 2 AR A T VA R A 5 ( George A. Kennedy, “Shifting Visions of
Classical Paradigms: The ‘Same’ and the ‘Other’,” International Journal of the Classical
Tradition, no. 1 (1)[1994]:7-16. )5
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and Arthur Comte, The [nequality of the Human Races, trans. Adrian Collins [London:
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B WM. nidk . i S5 PURRARL S 0 SCHHER S AER] 2 e FRR &5 R . 18—
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Meyer )af B8 2] — R 7€ 15 T Lo e 21 4 55 19 LB 48 1) {558 ; B L <P # £&( Aby Warburg )
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© Gregory Blue, “Ginau on China, Race Theory, the ‘Yellow Peril’, and the Critique of
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