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Abstract

This study focuses on how Matteo Ricci proved the the exist-
ence of God through “moral arguments” in the late Ming and early
Qing dynasties. On the basis of a close reading of Ricci’s works, the
author shows how Ricci first tried to prove the existence of God via
orthodox theology to the Chinese people, before appropriating the
Chinese philosopher Mencius’ ideas on “the original goodness of
human nature” (ren gin zhi bian) and “huaman moral knowing
and moral ability” (liang zhi liang neng), interpreting God as “the
origin of morality” in a Confucian context that stresses moral ethics.
By relating Ricci's ideas to Catholic theological tradition, in
particular Thomas Aquinas, the author suggests that Ricci’s moral
argument for the existence of God is grounded in the accommoda-
tion and inculturation of Christian theology to Mencian ideas. Such
an approach sheds light on our understanding of the meaning of
Immanuel Kant’s critique and Paul Tillich’s cultural theology in the
present. Ricci’s “theory of moral ability as institution” and moral
arguments for the existence of God might serve as the origin of
Chinese theology.

Keywords: Matteo Ricci, Existence of God, Chinese Theology,
moral arguments, human good nature
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Taoism (Beijing: Zhonghua Book Company, 2010), 113-120. ]
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