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Abstract

Each Religion has its own unique iconology expressing diverse
and abundant messages. This paper discusses the close relationship
between Christian images and allegorical hermeneutics through the
detailed interpretion of a miniature “tree of life and death” by
Bertold Furtmeyer. The author tries to present and compare two
kinds of Christian image: 1) the narrative image, which expresses
Christian doctrine through telling a story, and which corresponds to
literary hermeneutics; 2) the symbolic image, which gives the
image a special theological meaning based on allegorical herme-
neutics, and which forms a particular Christian theology of the
image. The reflection on Christian image and its theological
function not only can help us understand the theology of image
formulated in Middle Ages, but also the “Pictorial Turn” in the 20th
century promoted by many great thinkers such as Foucault, Derrida,
Lacan, etc. Most importantly, it helps us understand image itself.

Keywords: Narrative image, Symbolic image, allegorical hermeneu-
tics, typology, theology of image
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A PRI 22 2 B R, 2 0T W O e PR A 2 Sy Ffl 15X
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BT eSO AR B SRR R 2 T Rk LU R AL A
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VAR (i CRIHEC)), Bl FWTUEREHCCILOITLT, 1998 4F, & 127
BT, [Philo, Questions and Answers on Genesis (Hong Kong: Institute of Sino-Christian
Studies Ltd., 1998), 127.]
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FEo s, AEERE X ST R IR 5K I = AR S F
M5 AR R FR O B Je i hz i ( Nicholas of Lyra )
JIT 5 ) — B /N IR X DU A SRR R

@ % LY b B AR AT

VOBRIG CREEEEIL), B FUSTUREE ORI, 1998 4F, £ 13
U, [Origen, On First Principles (Hong Kong: Institute of Sino-Christian Studies Ltd.,
1998), 13]

PRI QERBHWAUL) &, T, S CHBLEIRRA ST ),
bt bt K= i, 2006 4, 55 146 11, [Augustine. On Christian Doctrine, quoted
in Critical Theory Since Plato (Beijing: Peking University Press, 2006), 146.]

R - BTEAR. (HeE A, CREHCAR M, S, 20 (H
P B ISR A SC2ARERE ), AU - U K24 H ilRAt, 2006 4, 2 151 BT [Thomas Aquinas,
“The Nature and Domain of Sacred Doctrine,” in Summa Theologica, quoted in Critical
Theory since Plato (Beijing: Peking University Press, 2006), 151.]
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FC A TH 24 A DY R SER ARG« AR LAV 45 FO{E DL B g S5 i
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5 ) MBI PUTEY . ABBERN L W A AR B R AR

U SILHERIR (CB—W A WY ), dbat. EE B, 2004 4, 5 22
T, [Dietrich Bonhoffer, Wer ist und Wer war Jesus Christ (Beijing: Huaxia Publishing
Company, 2004), 22.]
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¥ Emile Male, The Gothic Image: Religious Art in France of the Thirteenth Century
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1984), 138.
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WAR A SRR LA Z B, A E JL W T (Justin Martyr, %)
100—165 4F) KA 58 B AU T, e (5
Fr BRI XS ) HEE o1 AR TS B TR T R,
AR THET MR 5 175 3 0T A% B3 IS AE T B R A5 0 ) s R, [l
KB EFBIREIE TR B L, AR TAEMAE LR

PN KR I E MR EFAERET LM THX —E
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R S BEFF I T 88 ok i, Bl o R e o8 i A P v . M S E
“ B 3 1 5 0k 2 B I T 5 A DR R AN A i G R S 2
HEOIBER. e, €mP . PRk -5 RE
JE4E, R 5 A R AL T ET R T AR A . X B — BB T
Ji K ) SRR SR TR AR T AR RS2 i, 1 5 T & BE G 91 3% 7 S 1) R
FEY R, PO 22 JE A% 21 s R AE CBE P Y AR ) rh B o g R Y
MOE S T HE AR, YA /K (Bernard de Clairvaux,
1091-1153) 7& (AERFERE ) o “HXL P A EY . MR 4 7
W T B, ULMUR R TER | R HE . BFMIA,
TG 1T ek, B RERENE T, iR X R A RS
TR Baris . REMTEE. AP E, DR
R AR ) FE R L EMG , AR 2 W BT G AR AE T AR X e
EHR AR . T TPt TR A R 50 S Y0 R
B, FATASRA L8 AR IR S AE i EER (R — ).

¥ Stephen Benko, The Virgin Goddess: Studies in the Pagan and Christian Roots of
Mariology (Leiden: Netherland, 1993), 232.

2 ARSI A CEEPY AR ), Arfiigid, Jbat. =HRA3E, 2010 4R, 55 69 T
[Gregory of Nyssa, The Life of Moses, trans. SHI Minmin (Beijing: SDX Joint Publishing
Company, 2010), 69.]

P BRAIR - Sty CRPRRICEIR 13 HEZEAYIE 22 PUSR IR ), TUadE . DT
B, dbat: PESEREBET AL, 2008 4F, 2 281 T ILPREIRELZ , IRE T A
[Emile Male, The Gothic Image: Religious Art in France of the Thirteenth Century, trans.
YAN Shancun & MEI Nafang (Hangzhou: Chinese Academy of Fine Art Press, 2008), 281.]
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—EREERIIE 4, W ERR TR SORSE T AR 1o 2R
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AR DR Wi 2 Wiy . BMEREARRF A, HZEMIT %
2 FAF, AR Ak BB R X SR, IER X R R
REESC BRIEVERR AR 2B S i NERE, F92 LR p
Je ] 2% S TG I At X — 240 5 35 A 2R 1 A 2 JEARURI 98 3R T S
PIGA o FRAT AT LAAR M 0 SR . 1. X SE RR /R 3 vl BEAS B it
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Wi B 2 P 7 v 20 DIOR IR B i R i 2 o BT [ O3k e PR A 2
ASACRT DU T A0 T 3878 20, % T rp k20 g9 B, don] LAY B 3k
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¥ Christopher G. Hughes, “Art and Exegesis,” quoted from A Companion to Medieval
Art, ed. Conrad Rudolph (Malden: Blackwell Publishing, 2006), 180-183.
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