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Abstract

The popular and controversial Korean film Secret Sunshine
(2007) explores various aspects of Christianity in contemporary
Korean society. Focusing on its central question—whether God can
forgive in the place of victims—this article teases out some
simplified and distorted understandings of forgiveness in the film in
order to make sense of the necessary equilibrium between
forgiveness and justice. Engaging in a detailed analysis of the film,
the paper offers a theological reflection via film theory. Film theory
can help reveal how Christianity is presented in this film and
sharpen the theological questions which emerge concerning the
possibility of forgiveness. Reflecting on the problem of cheap grace
revealed in the film and present in many fast-growing Asian
churches, the author argues that Christians in today’s world might
look to German theologian Bonhoeffer to develop a fuller
understanding of grace and forgiveness.

Keywords: Secret Sunshine, forgiveness, Cheap Grace, faith, the
“world come of age”, Bonhoeffer
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RN TDRAENER Tit—E8MA, A bgET A KL
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* ARSCRBIFA RIS TR H I 78 s BB UM (TH FHEESE - 12C2X050)
MR Z —. [This article is part of the “Moral Collapse and Crisis of Modernity Project”
funded by National Social Science Foundation (Project No.: 12CZX050).]

O ARG EEE A2 MR Criterion Collection XIS F 5, (All the
dialogue of the film are adapted from the English and Chinese subtitles in this film’s
Criterion Collection Version. )
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¥ Emmanuel Levinas, Difficile liberté (Paris : Albin Michel Press, 1976), 41.
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