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Abstract

The popular and controversial Korean film Secret Sunshine
(2007) explores various aspects of Christianity in contemporary
Korean society. Focusing on its central question—whether God can
forgive in the place of victims—this article teases out some
simplified and distorted understandings of forgiveness in the film in
order to make sense of the necessary equilibrium between
forgiveness and justice. Engaging in a detailed analysis of the film,
the paper offers a theological reflection via film theory. Film theory
can help reveal how Christianity is presented in this film and
sharpen the theological questions which emerge concerning the
possibility of forgiveness. Reflecting on the problem of cheap grace
revealed in the film and present in many fast-growing Asian
churches, the author argues that Christians in today’s world might
look to German theologian Bonhoeffer to develop a fuller
understanding of grace and forgiveness.

Keywords: Secret Sunshine, forgiveness, Cheap Grace, faith, the
“world come of age”, Bonhoeffer
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eI LR Z AT, A B R A R g 7 7 I R 5 AL (O
BH ) ( Secret Sunshine, 2007 ) VW, & FIBM AR EF MWL EX “ L
() FE 487 B R T IA) o 3K 1S4 B A ) R il S 1 BB A A S A5 A0 A i
MR AL . ey, BATE I A E G BT . JE 58 20
fEdl, WERAFEMMTEERNEIL, R, TEM . Jow B EY R
F GRS LR R B R R R, B4, fFIMSE AR ENL, 1R 26
fo L IE 2 B SR AT A T B —IR R L —1
fEHl. BREE T RIS Wy BT 32 SRR R AR T, R A RN BE
AR — B, FE R SO R B, AL RS XL
SR E SN SRR AR R H s (R R ) ) FR AT 2 B0 ik E A 2 6
MAEHL ., XM ML F R T2 R E A2, B (&)
S & A D e AR B R

—. BEARIEE

25 H 22 JEUAS LT O AN i = B0 JA RE 0 o IR I 22 B AR — A Sk i
Ul IR, At 20 58 % K, AMEECA /NS, i H SR & i,
RN o TORAETHER T ib—X DA, Woufbikss T He Lt
PV YA BE S R —— B b AN O st i ELAE L TS AR 2
oS, E2WEILTIREMAR S HHAERN. REILTH

* RSO ZA R ST H I 78 A S BT L (3T HHEES : 12¢2X050)
MR Z —. [This article is part of the “Moral Collapse and Crisis of Modernity Project”
funded by National Social Science Foundation (Project No.: 12CZX050).]

YORAT G X Z A Criterion Collection R 9 S F%: . (All the
dialogue of the film are adapted from the English and Chinese subtitles in this film’s
Criterion Collection Version. )
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¥ Emmanuel Levinas, Difficile liberté (Paris : Albin Michel Press, 1976), 41.
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CATME, FOEIT. BAZT, JFIHEFE.” (F 1:9) HEHET
HERNBREEE, B, A EOuR e 8 R o 5
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1R SR, 4R B U, R BE AT 2 T G TR0
AR Ear, oy RIL— D AN EFAN, “WRARILE AN
WAL BOR SR, WRAT AR A A TSR AR A0 P, dE AN BB T
FOUL VR YK RE B RS A T S TERUR ALY, (BRI
AL AT ZEANLL A O 8 R KA BR8]0 A 2 A #e, e %7
X —F AR —2 RO k. P AN B, e R
ME R, BERERNTERMK, BERIMEATE; RAIFNIRE . 250 W
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VOGN CEATEDIIE), XEHE, dunt: RIEIAIE, 2004 4, 5 23
UU, [Levinas, Four Lectures of Talmud, trans. GUAN Baoyan (Beijing: Commercial Press,
2004), 23.]

@ Tevinas, Difficile Liberté, 41.
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© yladimir Jankélévitch, La Mauvaise Conscience (Paris: Aubier Montaigne Press,
1966), 164.
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© Jankélévitch, Za Mauvaise Conscience, 164.
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Sino-Cristian Studies, 1995), 135-136.]
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