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Abstract

As one of China’s most important indigenous modern theolo-
gians, XIE Fuya regarded shaping Christian character as one of the
basic approaches toward developing a contextual Chinese theology.
In the 1920s, he was more philosophically oriented in his thinking
and promoted the notion of a “Noble Christian (Junzi de Jidu tu),”
in which Christianity plays a more important role in forming an
ideal character. In his later stage, he put forward the concept of
“Christian Nobleman (Jidu tu Junzi)” by creatively synthesizing
these two traditions. Based on a close reading of XIE's writings on
Christian character in different periods, the author intends to
present and analyze the evolution of XIE Fuya’s thought on this
topic, indicating how the Chinese classical training he received
early on in life has influenced his Christian thinking and how
Christian ideas have transformed his understanding of Chinese
culture. XIE was well-educated in Chinese traditional teachings,
embraced Christian doctrine in his youth, and strongly promoted
the balance between Chinese and Christian cultures later in life by
stressing the principle of “zhi liang yong zhong” (listen to both
sides and choose the middle course). The trajectory of the changes
in his thinking on Christian character serves as a paradigm of
Chinese intellectuals of his age trying to negotiate the complex
interactions of Chinese and Christian traditions.

Keywords: XIE Fuya, ideal character, junzi, Christanity, Chinese
tradition
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R i

O JEEARE: (CBAZH) JP), #E Al (GEANZH), ST, L. B
WeErER, 19254, %23 8, [FAN Bihai, “Preface,” In Harry Emerson Fosdick, The
Manhood of the Master, trans. XIE Nairen (Shanghai: Qing nian xie hui shu ju, 1925),
2-3.]
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©HORE . SO BB B R R ), T (FFARIEE ), 1925 4%
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VOO (A e R SR S T B AR ), RIS BEE AR (A
B2 20 AL BB O EMTERSE ), Jbat. T B BRRE AL AL, 1998 4F,
%% 253-254 H . [XIE Fuya, “Ben se jiao hui wen ti yu Jidu jiao zai Zhongguo zhi qian tu,”
in Ben se zhi tan: 20 shi ji Zhongguo Jidu jiao wen hua xue shu lun ji, eds. ZHANG Xiping
& ZHUO Xinping (Beijing: China Radio and Television Publishing House, 1998),

253-254.]
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EHEAR M (PP R R G ), bt : =i ), 1989 4F %8 168 H L [XIE Fuya, “Zhouyi
yu Xin jiu yue quan shu: Zhongguo zui gu jing dian yu Jidu jiao Shengjing zhi bi jiao,” in
ed. YU Longyu, Zhongxi wenhua yi tong lun (Beijing: SDX Joint Publishing Company,
1989), 168.]

OO (B B TPRESEEEET CER ), #l CEZER),
Tk GEE AL, 1979 4F, %6 118 H . [XIE Fuya, “LI zhu Jidu jiao dui Zhongguo chuan
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Publishing House, 1979), 118.]
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