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Abstract

Beginning in the second phase of the Pelagian controversy, Augustine
repeatedly refers to Cyprian’s little work on the Lord’s Prayer to defend
his perspective on grace. In this text, Augustine claims, one finds an
unambiguous precedent for his controversial teaching. The following article
assesses the validity and significance of Augustine’s appeal to Cyprian. First,
I show that this appeal offered obvious strategic advantages, which may
help to explain why Augustine cited Cyprian by name more than he did
any other author from the early church, excepting only the apostle Paul. I
next turn to evaluate the material basis for Augustine’s appeal to Cyprian,
showing that Cyprian does indeed support Augustine’s case against a
more “Pelagian view of grace in three major areas. Finally, I argue for the
possibility that Cyprian’s work influenced Augustine’s mature thinking on
grace. In sum, this article shows the crucial importance of Cyprian’s Oz
the Lord’s Prayerfor Augustine’s view of grace, which courses through the
heart of his theology. Augustine is not David who takes on the “Pelagian”
opposition alone. Like David, however, he does pluck a lethal set of stones
from a stream that has worn them smooth. Augustine’s stream flows from
Cyprian.
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¥ Saint Augustine, Zezzers, 215.2. ERAES AW, ASTHTS RIS ET T2/ 48HE
TFEAR, [If not stated, all works of St. Agustine are cited from the English translation series.
Please see 7he Works of Saint Augustine: A Translation for the 21st Century, trans. Roland J.
Teske, S. J. (Hyde Park, NY: New City Press, 1997-2005). 28 THLA2#20134E12 A2
INE) WS ET TR LOEY” B3, RS RISREIL, 7Etakifl. ANeSChoseT
FRELE (BT TR ) (2014) F% %, 10 Han-luen Kantzer Komline, “Grace, Free
Will, and the Lord’s Prayer: Cyprian’s Importance for the ‘Augustinian’ Doctrine of Grace”,
Augustinian Studies 45, no. 2(2014): 247-279.

? Saint Augustine, De Gratia et Libero Arbitrio, 13.26.
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@ Saint Augustine, Zeszers, 215.3.
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¥ Saint Augustine, Zesters, 217.6.
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Y HES BT RO LR R R R B4 R R B R 5
{ARLEHIR, M =G SO R iR IERR” o Z2Saint Augustine, Contra duas epistulas
Pelagianorum, 420-421.

VRN, EYREUEZRIETENNITE RS, BT IR
%8I, = Jonathan P. Yates, “Augustine’s Appropriation of Cyprian the Martyr-
bishop Against the Pelagians”, in More than a Memory: The Discourse of Martyrdom and the
Construction of Christian Identity in the History of Christianity, ed. Johan Leemans (Leuven:
Peeters, 2005), 122.

O, BYR CETIEENREER o Ho BER COWAFTEAE, R
PUGRARMAPE s #ss, WTRIT#RIIMnR, G EEERE,
MEVERBERE 2. " B=, ERRE AN D E RS R RN
ftbo PRARERIMEZ NS, BT EAh2 ik~ Frbas A e RA B
X £l Jonathan P. Yates, “Augustine’s Appropriation of Cyprian the Martyr-bishop against
the Pelagians”, 119-135.
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22 ORISR T HEARSRIERI O, BT s A B W TR 2 SRR R LS o
#H, Z: Dl Roland J. Teske, S. J., “Introduction”, in 7%e Works of. Saint Augustine: A Translation
for the 21st Century, 1724, Answer to the Pelagians, II”, ed. John E. Rotelle (Hyde Park, NY:
New City Press, 1998), 223-225.
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¥ Saint Augustine, Contra duas epistulas Pelagianorum, 4.9.25. 5|ECyprian, De

dominica oratione, 26.
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¥ Saint Augustine, Contra duas epistulas Pelagianorum, 4.9.26: totum deo tribuit quod
recte wivimus. XS = MRS TR AR AEDR Y, BT T R ATERI G
AR E Y R RAELAR R RSO BIABEETT TN, IS XY
16, BUMLEARESR BT (Saint Augustine, Contra duas epistulas Pelagianorum, 4.2.2)o

@ Saint Augustine, De dono perseverantiae, 6.12.

PR TIANE S BRI D S BILE T 2648, 2 Wsaint Augustine,
Contra duas epistulas Pelagianorum, 4.12.33: “fif EFF oy SR T H kit > -
HAeTHEZME, XERAEHIG T AMEREE).,

@ Cyprian, De dominica oratione 16. In Tertullian, Cyprian and Origen on the Lord5 Prayer,
trans. Alistair Stewart-Sykes (Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2004), 76-77.
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@ Cyprian, De dominica oratione 17. Stewart-Sykes, 76-77.

? Saint Augustine, De dono perseverantiae, 3.6

® Saint Augustine, Contra duas epistulas Pelagianorum. 4.10.27. 5| ECyprian, De
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@ Saint Augustine, Contra duas epistulas Pelagianorum. 4.10.27. 5|HCyprian, De
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? Saint Augustine, 7%e Giff of Perseverance, 2.4.
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@ Saint Augustine, 74e Giff of Perseverance, 6.12.

® Cyprian, On the Zord's Prayer 33, trans. Stewart-Sykes.

© Cyprian, On the Lord s Prayer32-33.
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GU Jingqin, M. A. Candidate, School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China
Email: ccctspmgjq@163.com

ninE, £E%EAR PRIIF
Introduction to the translator
Huai-ching Lee Kantzer, Lecturer, Mercer County Community College, USA

Email: hkantzer@aya.yale.edu
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