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Abstract

During the course of Roman Catholic history, two distinct classes
formed in the church: namely the clergy (and all in holy orders) and the
laity. At the Council of Trent, and especially after Vantican I, the Church
hierarchies made it clear that the clergy were to oversee the Church by
dint of their divine authority, while the laity took on a subordinate role,
submitting to the power of the clergy. From the Middle Ages onwards,
the Church has reflected on the role of the laity in the church. Vatican II
made clear that as the people of God, the clergy and lay people shared an
equal status before God. This paper considers the reality of the inequality
which persists between the ordained and the lay in the post Vatican II era,
and offers a historical review to analyse the reasons for this divide, given
the scriptural and theological emphasis on equality. The paper argues that
only when traditional patterns of thinking are changed can hierarchies be
weakened and equality truly effected among all within the Church.
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spraltrh ) SE4E (layman, Laien ) UE X FRZRIHHIR A E X, M7
SR SRR AR E . © ARIEXMEAR, PSR P
SERRIRES, M INOZARM THER SRR, HEnz5 2 Ris—8. PEiE
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PR T MERGL, RN ES ) LR R
JEICE, REEATLI6F, F—EH 73k ] (Clement) HBEH, SHEREEK
WAESHEEY . SHFERETLEIMS. ¥ E/RER (Tertullian)
HE, BXRKHERIED “EEBRIEE" KER, RBEREIRIMU

V'H. Barion, “Kirchenrecht,” in Jursstisches Repetitorium, ed. H. Freymark (Salzgitter,
1949/50), 42.

® U, Sturz, Der Geist des Codex iuris canonici (Stuttgart: Schippers Verag, 1918), 83.

® Wolfgang Beinert, Lexzkon der Katholischen Dogmatik (Freiburg im Breisgau, Basel,
Wien: Herder Verlag, 1987), 341.

@ Peter Neuner, Der Zaie und das Gottes Volk (Frankfurt am Main: Verlag Josef Knecht,
1988), 42-43.
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D peter Neuner, Der Laie und das Gottes Volk (Frankfurt am Main: Verlag Josef Knecht,
1988), 45.

Y X BIB A RIS, RIUEIEHT (Ephesus) ,LIPNE (Magnesia)
FHAANE (Trallia) 25, GBS LE2#aR, hE T —EERREARE. €
HPEHESC DA EEAEE R, SR . A. Fischer ed., Die Aposstolischen Vaeter. 6.
Auflage (Darmstadt: Wiss.Buchges, 1970), 109-227.

VIRMEIZER “DHESWREHS" WE— Ao MV, EFEHIGHE
A, BEZENABSEE RS EW, IMRRTEEETR: FHMTEREZT,
AL 5 20y B Som e AR AR, R T 2. Z05: Peter Neuner, Zax
zur Theologie Dogmatik, Fkklesiologie 7 (Wien, Koeln: Verlag Styria Graz, 1994), 49.

@7, A. Fischer ed., Dre Aposstolischen Vaeter. 6. Autlage, 221.

¥ R BRI AR BARR R, (ARHEP—MEER SR otk 108
H, RS E 2 AR RAN 7. SRR RE RS (hREsL) , &
M, dbnt: SEHECUEHREE, 20105, 2593-95T0, [Bihlmeyer, Zarly Church History,
trans. L. Leeb (Beijing: Religious Cultural Publishing House, 2010), 93-95.]

No. 37 Spring 2017

63



B HH

Journal for the Study of Christian Culture

B A— MR 21 L iR al Z . S, IRGVESE S
FEpIss IR TER N B RIE I BB 2 S RO 2 E—R IR
RESN, ROARBER . BRERAE 5 AR AREY 7 58 AMIRD =215 Bl A =TI
o B BRI EES L, WIEAGESHIEE 5=, XIIEER
PRGN E RO S R BB E 30 (IRGNE I BB T 2o SR & RE
FEBIERS T AR R ke 1 e BRI o I P R R 3 o
FRBRA P wfs T EER

I G RTE , WEATF S — B CREN . PHE N R 5ot
EWTR IR, B UAEHEM, i EEE E S LBl EE R
UE o A8 2 FRORU R WIAD L G2 BRI B T 38 Bt o W) i s it
W, (FrviEs) AR ety AMTEZEREHE O EREE, H
BEARG N —BiE i R E S B R E AT, RISRENFEHN
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ERTE, ¢ BERESEHZVBEREDER . BIERRERA T,
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plebis) - o ey s (Joseph Ratzinger) OXMFEANHTEH, KES

Y K25 FletAnT, FoEERE—t (Gelasius 1) LSRR 43 FI PRI 3t <7
g 2T RENHHE RS F 2 I RE = RIS . Mk
HIRLSH %, BpEARERA TR~ BMNEAMLETE, AgHaeEaE
HE S Ra ARSE, MBI B IR A LGSR, ik, SHEENE
FRIRAAZIR SN Ay R E . 2RI REFRERE: (GR#EEL) , B
281-291 1 [Bihlmeyer, Zurly Church History, 281-291.]; ZA&Fulrs . (FEZHMELS) |
bR, 7%, dbot: JbntReEHE, 20034, 55268-2691H, [Alister McGrath, Az
Introduction to Christianity, trans. MA Shulin and SUN Yi (Beijing: Beijing University Press,
2003), 268-269.]

@ %25 | Peter Neuner, Der Zaie und das Gottes Volk, 52.

9 R, Kottje, “Die Wahl der kirchlichen Amtstraeger, Geschichtliche Tatsachen und
Erfahrungen” , Concilium 7(1971): 196.

@ %IEK.SChatZ, “Bischofswahlen, Zur Praxis der Bischofswahl in der Alten Kirche,
Geschichtliches und Theologisches,” Stimmen der Zeir, 207 (1989): 291-307.

® J. Ratzinger, “Demokratisierung der Kirche?” in A Maier, Demokratie in der Kirche,
Mdglichkeiten, Grenzen, Gefahren (Limburg: Lahn-Verlag, 1970), 44.
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@ Z:[5): Peter Neuner, Der Laie und das Gottes Volk, 26.

@ Peter Neuner, Der Laze und das Gotres Volk, 31.
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P Yves Congar, Jolons pour une theologie du laicar (Paris 1952), Deutsch: Der Zaze.
Entwurt einer Theologie des Laientums (Stuttgart, 3.Auflage, 1964), 601.5%5 | HPeter Neuner,
Abschied von der Staendekirche (Freiburg: Verlag Herder, 2015), 203.

® Gerard Philips, Der Zaie in der Kirche, deutsch Uebersetzung (Salzburg: Mueller Verlag,
1955), 77.

¥ Ibid., 78.
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@ Gerard Philips, Der Laie in der Kirche, deutsch Uebersetzung (Salzburg: Mueller Verlag,
1955), 163.

? Ibid., 166.

% K. Rahner, Ueber das Laienapostolar (Zurich u.a.: Benziger Verlag, 1954-1984), 361.

¥ Ibid., 363.
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