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Thinking as Redemption: Plotinus between Plato and Augustine
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Protinus is the most anortant representatlve of Neo — platonism. His
personal life and spiritual pmsult reflected the unique temperament of late
Antiquity and the the Christian world in its infancy, e.g. his religious
zeal, his longing for the world beyond, his discipline of the senses and
the spirit, and his desire for transcendence. Protinus was no mystic, but
a serious and deeply reflective thinker of his time. Having internaliz:ed the
great tradition of Greek philosophy, he was able, in the name and lan-
guage of Plato, to give thoughtful rational expfession to man’ s need for
redemption. The thought of Protinus shaped the entire traditi'on of
Platonism-from then on until very recent times. Through him, Greek phi-

losophy was brought ever so close to Christian truth.
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