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Western philosophy traditionally differentiates between the fact and
the value. Fact is concerned with yhat “is”, and therefore operates in the
objective realm. Value is concerned with what “should be”, and therefore
operates in the subjective realm. In this ethics of responsibility, Hans Jo-
nas attempts to break the traditional divide by transitioning from “ Dasein”
to “Sein” and emphasizing that freedom is the Vei'y. essence and nature of
life. His theory provides environmentalists and the cause of ecology with a

theoretical foundation. It is the purpose of this paper to present theory
and praxis of Hans Jonas’ ethical system.
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