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During the North and South Dynasties (y4th - 5th centuries), Dao-
ism underwent .a profound reformation. Kou Qianzhi founded the Neo-
Heavenly Masters Sect in the North Dynasty, and Lu Xiujing developed a
mature- institutionalized form of Daoism in the South Dynasty. As Daoism
became increasingly corrupted, the two reformers used the concept of cov-
enant to restore healthy living. ,

The core of the reformation program was the covenant made by “the
Venerable Lord Lao” (tai shang lao ]un) with “the New Lord Lao” (xin
chu lao jun). Covenant partners included “people of the flesh” — those
yet unredeemed by Dao, and “people of the seed” — those who have re-
ceived Dao. Under the criticism of the new and awe — inspiring “Oath,”
“people of the flesh” were encouraged to abide by the covenant and be-
come “people of the seed” (the elect for salvation). In the process of
covenant making, there is a “guarantor” — “the boy of the East Sea”, and
a mediator — the Celestial Master. The former only played the role of mes-

senger, while the latier was the prophet ‘who communicated with the di-
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vine and supervised the carrying out of the covenant. This is quite differ-
ent from the Christian idea of Christ, who by his divine sacrifice replaced
all mediators.

The moral implications of this covenantal reform were twofold. First,
in political ethics, the Celestial Masters’ major concern turned out to be a
demand for Confucian virtues, namely, that fathers should be compas-
sionate, sons should be filial, and officials should be loyal to the king.
Furthermore, the new covenant stressed the importance of serving as the
“emperor’ s teacher” rather than the leader of protests or revolutions.
Thus, “commoner” Daoism became “aristocratic” Daoism. Secondly, in
economic ethics, with the establishment of Temple Daoism, the duties of
the professional priesthood were focused exclusively on sacramental servic-

es and personal meditation.
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